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Can Mercedes recover enough 
to battle Red Bull for honours? 


Mercedes suffered its worst Formula 1 campaign since 2012 this year. 
It’s well-known that the new ground-effects regulations caught out 
the Silver Arrows, despite impressive downforce numbers on paper, 
but there were signs of recovery in the final months of the season. 

There’s still a way to go to challenge Red Bull, but there are plenty 
of reasons to think Mercedes could be the team to take the fight to 
Max Verstappen and co in 2023. The key figures certainly believe 
so, as Matt Kew discovers in this week’s cover feature (page 16). 

It’s important for Fi and neutrals that Mercedes does recover quickly. 
With the big three still clear of the rest, Ferrari still unproven in a 
championship fight and the disruption that Mattia Binotto’s departure 
will surely create, Lewis Hamilton and George Russell could be the 
only drivers with a chance to stop the Verstappen steamroller in 2023. 

Verstappen and Red Bull were two of your big achievers at the 
Autosport Awards last Sunday (p36). They were undoubtedly 
worthy winners, while other highlights included appearances from 
American motorsport legend Roger Penske and outgoing four-time 
Fi world champion Sebastian Vettel — both picked up special awards. 

The final winner of a star-studded evening was Luke Browning, who 
became the 2022 winner of the Aston Martin Autosport BRDC Young 
Driver of the Year Award — and received his prize from Vettel (p52). 
Congratulations to all and thank you to all those who voted. 
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DTM secure as 
series rights 
are transferred 


The future of the DTM appears to have been secured after 
German motorsport body the ADAC reached an agreement to 
take over brand rights and promote the championship from 2023. 

Last week it was announced that the ITR organisation, which 
has run the DTM since 1986, would be disbanded and cease control 
of the championship for 2023. Former ITR boss Gerhard Berger 
(right), who has run the series since 2017 when he took over from 
founder Hans Werner Aufrecht, said that the ADAC “refused 
to take over ITR during the negotiations because it has its own 
staff and structures”. But he expressed that he was “satisfied 
with the outcome of the negotiations”, believing the DTM 
to be “in the right hands with ADAC for the long term”. 

“The consequences of almost two and a half years of pandemic 
and the general overall economic situation has made the need 
to leverage synergies even clearer,’ Berger said. “That is why the 
talks were also very constructive from both sides. In addition, 
there have been repeated requests from the partners, sponsors, 
teams and manufacturers to enter into dialogue with the ADAC 
in order to join forces and create one contact point.” 

Following its DTM acquisition, the ADAC announced its plans to 
reorganise the structure in German motorsport. It already runs the 
two-driver ADAC GT Masters, which uses the same GT3 platform 
as the the single-driver DTM. How the DTM will be run under the 
ADAC had not been explained at the time Autosport went to press, 
but a media conference is scheduled for today (Thursday) in 
Munich, where details are expected to be revealed. 

Berger said that his recommendation is “to keep the current 


concept, format and regulations, because it is also very well received 


by the fans”. Explaining his decision to sell, the 10-time Formula 1 
grand prix winner explained that while “there was no money 
missing” as a result of the pandemic, struggles to secure investment 
in the planned-for-2024 DTM Electric series had caused “an 
additional hurdle” to the budgeting for next year because 
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sustainability was increasingly “a necessary condition for many 
companies to participate in the DTM”. 

“The link with this project was the precondition for obtaining 
the full sponsorship budget,” said Berger. “At the same time, the 
financing of DTM Electric itself turned out to be more difficult 
than expected. All in all, this meant that the economic risk for 
2023 became too great.” DTM Electric, he added, “is not part 
of the transfer of trademark rights” to ADAC. 

Berger said that “my personal life planning also played a role 
in the decision” to sell, and the 63-year-old intends to make “more 
time for other activities and my family than for motorsport”. 

“T had various options available and decided on one that not only 
serves my interest but is also in the spirit of German-speaking 
motorsport,” he said, also refuting the possibility that he might 
take on “such a time-intensive task again” amid links to an 
advisor role at Audi for its 2026 Fi project. 
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McLaren reserve role for IndyCar champ Palou 


FORMULA 1 


Alex Palou, the 2021 IndyCar champion, 
has joined McLaren as one of its Formula 1 
reserve drivers for next season. 

Palou has enjoyed some private F1 test 
running with McLaren through this year at 
Barcelona and the Red Bull Ring in its 2021 
car, as well as appearing in practice for the 
United States Grand Prix in October (above). 

The Spaniard impressed in these outings, 


Chinese GP 
off for fourth 
year running; 
Portugal to 
get date? 


FORMULA 1 


The Chinese Grand Prix has been 
cancelled once again for 2023, leaving 
Formula 1 in search of a replacement 
round to keep the calendar at 24 races. 
Fi last raced in China in 2019. The 
nation’s zero-COVID policy means 
restrictions and tight travel allowances 
remain in place, making it unviable 
for the Shanghai race to go ahead 
as planned on 16 April. 
F1 confirmed in a statement last week 
that the race had been cancelled “due to 


and will serve the role when there is no 
calendar clash between F1 and IndyCar. 
There are currently 12 clashes that would 
rule him out of F1 duties. 

“T’m excited to be part of the McLaren 
team as one of their reserve drivers in 2023,” 
said Palou. “I’ve been behind the wheel of 
both the MCL35M and MCL36 and it has 
been a great experience, so I can’t wait 
for the involvement with next year’s car. 
I appreciate the trust McLaren have in 
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the ongoing difficulties presented by 
the COVID-19 situation” and that it 
was “assessing alternative options to 
replace the slot on the 2023 calendar”. 

China’s cancellation leaves a four- 
week gap in the calendar after the 
Australian GP on 2 April. Fi had hoped 
to bring Azerbaijan forward from 30 
April to reduce the gap, only for officials 
in Baku to insist during talks with F1 
boss Stefano Domenicali that they kept 
their agreed date on the calendar. 

One option as a replacement could 
be a return to Portimao, which hosted 


me with this new role next year.” 

Palou is widely expected to join the 
Arrow McLaren SP IndyCar team for 2024, 
having been at the centre of a contract saga 
between McLaren and his current squad 
Chip Ganassi Racing that resulted in legal 
action. An agreement was reached for 
Palou to remain with Ganassi for 2023, but 
allowing him to further his F1 aspirations 
through testing for McLaren. 

LUKE SMITH 


the Portuguese GP as a stand-in race 
in 2020 and 2021 (above) when the 
COVID-19 pandemic forced widespread 
race cancellations. But no firm decision 
has yet been taken and is not anticipated 
for at least a few weeks, with a number 
of other tracks also interested in 
taking the slot. 

Although a European race is likely 
to take the slot, one challenge for F1 
is organising the freight between the 
flyaways in Australia and Azerbaijan, 
and the various costs involved. 
LUKE SMITH 
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Grosjean joins Iron 
Lynx Lambo line-up 


WEC/IMSA 


Romain Grosjean is joining 
Lamborghini for its LMDh 
programme. The Franco- 
Swiss will begin testing 

the new prototype next year 
ahead of taking a race seat 
when the car begins racing 
in both the World Endurance 
Championship and the IMSA 
SportsCar Championship in 
2024 with the Iron Lynx 
factory team. 

The veteran of 179 F1 
starts will dovetail his 
Lamborghini duties in 
2023 with competing in the 
IndyCar series with Andretti 
Autosport, in which he is in 


the middle of a two-year deal. 


Those duties will include a 
short programme of events at 
the wheel of a Huracan GTE 
EVOz2 in the GT Daytona Pro 
class in IMSA. 

Grosjean will race at next 


month’s Daytona 24 Hours, 
sharing with Mirko Bortolotti 
and Andrea Caldarelli, who 
were also the first drivers 
confirmed for the LMDh. 
Further IMSA outings at the 
Sebring 12 Hours and Petit 

Le Mans at Road Atlanta 

are expected to follow. 

“For me, it is incredible 
to represent Lamborghini, 
especially now with 
endurance becoming a 
category with so many 
manufacturers,” he said. 
“The negotiation that led 
me to sign with Lamborghini 
was very quick: one phone 
call with Giorgio Sanna [head 
of Lamborghini Squadra 
Corse], two or three emails 
and we were happy and 
agreed on everything.” 

Sanna described Grosjean 
as a “driver with a huge 
amount of experience in 
various categories” He 


explained that he will “add 

a great deal of value to our 
GT3 programme but more 
importantly the development 
of our LMDh car”. 

Grosjean said that the GT 
programme in North America 
will help him gear up to 
racing the LMDh in 2024. 

“The experience with the 
Huracan will serve me to gain 
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experience and understand 
endurance in the States,” 

said Grosjean, who raced a 
Matech Ford GT in a short 
season of FIA GT1 World 
Championship events and the 
Le Mans 24 Hours in 2010. 

“T know Le Mans, I know Spa, 
but I don’t know Daytona, 
Sebring and Petit Le Mans.” 
GARY WATKINS 


Aitken in Cadilla 


DAYTONA 24 HOURS 


Jack Aitken has landed his first factory seat 
just two years into his sportscar career. The 
one-time grand prix driver with Williams 
will race for the Action Express Racing 
Cadillac team in next month’s Daytona 24 
Hours and looks set to stay with the team 
for the remaining IMSA SportsCar 
Championship enduros. 

Aitken was announced last week for the 
remaining seat at Daytona on 28-29 January 
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in the Action Express Cadillac V-LMDh 
alongside full-season drivers Pipo Derani 
and Alexander Sims. It seems certain that 
a driver who has raced Lamborghini GT3 
and ORECA-Gibson LMP2 machinery since 
2021 will remain on board for the Sebring 12 
Hours and Petit Le Mans at Road Atlanta 
and, if the team opts for three drivers, 
the Watkins Glen 6 Hours too. 

Action Express boss Gary Nelson’s 
comments in Cadillac’s official statement 
suggest that it’s going to happen. He 


described the team as “thrilled to have 
Jack join our team as our endurance driver’, 
adding that “strong runs throughout the 
endurance events are critical” to its attempts 
to add to its tally of five overall IMSA titles. 
His words also raise the prospect of 
Aitken returning not just for subsequent 
IMSA enduros but also the Le Mans 24 
Hours for his second assault on the big race. 
Cadillac is expected to file additional entries 
for the World Endurance Championship 
blue riband for the Action Express car and 
Chip Ganassi Racing’s IMSA entry to race 
alongside the V-LMDh competing full-time 
in the WEC with the latter team. Aitken 
described it as “an exciting prospect”, 
adding that “racing at Daytona is a box I’ve 
definitely wanted to tick off for a long time”. 
Aitken was due to get his first experience 
of the Caddy at this week’s official two-day 
sanction test for the manufacturers racing 
LMDh machinery in next year’s IMSA series. 


e Daytona will revert to a traditional 
qualifying procedure, IMSA has announced. 
It has cancelled the 100-minute qualifying 
race set for the Sunday of the test weekend 
preceding the race, and the grid will be set 
by 15 or 20-minute qualifying sessions 

for each of the five classes. 

GARY WATKINS 


LMP2 close to 
exit from WEC 


The LMP2 class is looking increasingly 
likely to be dropped from the World 
Endurance Championship in 2024 as 
the Hypercar class continues to grow. The 
prospect of approaching 20 cars in the top 
division of the series will leave little or no 
room for the secondary prototype category. 
The FIA looks set to outline its vision 
for the make-up of the regular WEC grid 
beyond next year after the World Motor 
Sport Council meets tomorrow (Friday). The 
proposal in front of it is understood to be a 
two-class WEC made up only of Hypercar 
and the new GT3-based category currently 
know as GTLM, with P2 only joining for the 
Le Mans 24 Hours double-points round. 
The WEC and its promoter, the 
Automobile Club de l’Ouest, are for now 
only stressing the importance of P2 in what 
it describes as the “endurance pyramid”. 
“Year after year, the WEC has improved 
in terms of exposure and quality,” said 
ACO president Pierre Fillon. “In terms 
of quantity, however, it will be difficult 
to increase the number of cars as circuits 
that can accommodate more than 36 or 
38 cars are few and far between. 
“The future shape of the WEC will, of 
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course, depend on the success of Hypercar. 
If manufacturers push the grid up to 20 or 
25 cars in the top class, there will not be a 
lot of room left for the others. However, 
LMP2 is a crucial class for our entire 
discipline and it will continue to feature 
strongly in the endurance pyramid.” 

Series boss Frederic Lequien added: 
“P2 is important for us because it is 


Jacques Villeneuve could make a return to 
top-level sportscar racing next year after a 
15-year absence. The 1997 Formula 1 world 
champion tested the new Vanwall Le Mans 
Hypercar last week and is in discussions 
about racing it in the World Endurance 
Championship in 2023. 

The former Peugeot LMP1 driver is a 
“possibility” for a seat with the Vanwall 
Racing squad run by the ByKolles operation, 
according to boss Colin Kolles. The 
French-Canadian moved into the frame last 
week ahead of a three-day test in which he 
drove the Vanwall Vandervell LMH (left) at 


the home of the real privateer.” 

That points at a future where LMP2, 
for which a new generation of cars is due 
in 2026, still has a home in the ACO’s 
European and Asian Le Mans Series, as well 
as the IMSA SportsCar Championship. The 
top cars from those series would then join 
the 62-car WEC grid for Le Mans in June. 


Villeneuve tests new Vanwall 


Barcelona on the opening day. “The purpose 
of the test was to see if he enjoyed driving 
the car, not about how quick he was,” said 
Kolles. “And I think he did enjoy it. He drove 
in the morning, had a chance to digest it and 
then got back in the car in the afternoon.” 
Vanwall, which had its entry for this 
year’s WEC turned down, is planning to bid 
for at least one spot on the grid this time 
around, though two cars hasn’t been ruled 
out. Tom Dillmann and Esteban Guerrieri 
will definitely race the Vanwall if it is 
accepted, which suggests that Villeneuve’s 
presence in the WEC could hinge on the 
team cementing its plans for two entries. 
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Chadwick joins Foster at Andretti squad 


INDY NXT 


Three-time W Series champion Jamie 
Chadwick is to line up alongside fellow 
2022 Aston Martin Autosport BRDC 
Award finalist Louis Foster at Andretti 
Autosport for the 2023 Indy NXT season. 
Chadwick, 24, has secured the drive in 
the series formerly known as Indy Lights 
following a two-day test with Andretti at 
Sebring in September. She will race the 
DHL-liveried #28 car in Indy NXT, which 
kicks off at St Petersburg in early March. 
She will also remain a member of the 
Williams Formula 1 team’s young driver 
academy, with an enhanced role to be 


announced in due course. 


“This represents not only a big step up 
but also a big step towards my goal of 


competing in the highest categories of 
single-seater racing,” said Chadwick. 
“Andretti Autosport’s standing in the 
sport is second to none and I hope to bring 
more success to such a prestigious team.” 
Team CEO & chairman Michael Andretti 
said: “Andretti Autosport is proud to be 
supporting Jamie alongside DHL for the 
2.023 Indy NXT season. Jamie’s successful 
career speaks for itself, but the Indy NXT 
series gives her the opportunity to continue 
her development in a new type of racing. 
“We’ve turned out five Indy NXT 
champions [including Kyle Kirkwood, Oliver 


Askew and Pato O’Ward in recent seasons] 


over the years and look forward to continuing 
our role in developing new talent.” 


e Another European-based driver moving 
Stateside for 2023 is FIA Formula 2 race 
winner Marcus Armstrong. The New 
Zealander has joined Chip Ganassi Racing 
for the IndyCar Series road and street- 
course races. Armstrong was believed to be 
close to joining Dale Coyne Racing to replace 
Takuma Sato, with the Japanese two-time 
Indy 500 winner contesting an oval-only 
programme. Now Sato is believed to be in 
the running for a similar deal in the Ganassi/ 
Armstrong car, along with Ganassi-affiliated 
fellow 500 victor Ryan Hunter-Reay. 

MEGAN WHITE & DAVID MALSHER-LOPEZ 


Hughes gets nod for McLaren Formula E seat 


FORMULAE 


McLaren has filled its vacant 
Formula E grid slot with 
the signing of Jake Hughes, 
completing the series’ driver 
line-up for the 2023 season. 
The Brummie will hence 
make his debut as an FE 
racer partnering Rene Rast, 
after spending the past two 
seasons as Mercedes’ reserve 
driver ahead of the team’s 
transition to McLaren. 
Hughes vacated his Van 


Amersfoort Racing seat in 
Formula 2 at mid-season 
this year, citing a desire to 
focus on his FE aspirations. 
Hughes’s links to 
Mercedes date back to 
his Formula 3 European 
Championship season in 
2017. He also spent two years 
in FIA F3 with Mercedes- 
affiliated HWA Racelab, 
finishing seventh in the 
points on both occasions. 
“First and foremost, I’m 
very proud and feel very 
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privileged to become part of 
the McLaren Racing family, 
being given the chance to 
represent such a prestigious 
brand,” said Hughes. 

“Coming in at a time 
where a new-generation car 
is introduced in the series 
excites me. It feels like a good 
opportunity and chance, 
especially being a rookie in 
season nine. It’s set to be a 
great year and I can’t wait to 
kick off the journey ahead!” 
JAKE BOXALL-LEGGE 
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Hill and Morgan at West Surrey 


Breakout 2022 British Touring Car 
Championship star Jake Hill is to remain 

at West Surrey Racing next season as the 
squad expands to four cars to accommodate 
long-time privateer Adam Morgan. 

The Sunbury-based BMW team firmed 
up each of those drivers last week. Hill, 
who was in title contention until the last 
race this year and finished third in the 
points, is on board once again under the 
MB Motorsport banner of his manager 
Mark Blundell. Morgan (below right) 
arrives after the pullout of his family team 
Ciceley Motorsport — both of the squad’s 
BMWs plus one of its TBL entrants’ 
licences have been acquired by WSR. 

“For me there isn’t a better touring car 
team on the grid,” said Hill (above). “And 
having driven for quite a few of them 
I think I’m quite entitled to have that 
opinion. I love the team atmosphere, I love 
the car, I love all the boys and girls around 
me — so for me to be able to continue with 
them, there’s nowhere else I’d like to be.” 

Morgan, meanwhile, will take Ciceley 
technical director Steve Farrell to WSR 
with him to remain on engineering duties. 


The other of Ciceley’s two TBLs has, 
as expected, been transferred to Toyota 
team Speedworks Motorsport, which could 
therefore expand to three cars. The squad 
is thought likely to retain Rory Butcher, 
its leading driver from 2021 and 2022. 

The other TBL acquisition, as detailed 
on TOCA’s newly released document of the 
whereabouts of the 29 for 2023, is at Team 
Hard — the Cupra squad has a fourth one 
from Carl Boardley, who retains one of his 
pair of TBLs and has habitually allowed 
the Kent operation to use his. 

Hard followed on the heels of the WSR 
confirmations by announcing that Jack 
Sears Trophy champion Bobby Thompson 
will stay at the team in 2023. 


VETTEL'S AUCTION ACTION 


Asidepod from an ex-Sebastian Vettel 
Aston Martin Formula 1 car was 
auctioned last Sunday night at the 
Autosport Awards in aid of the Grand 
Prix Trust charity, and the winning 
bid came from... Sebastian Vettel. 
The German paid £2555 for it. 


RECORD FIELD FOR ALMS 


The two-weekend, four-race Asian 

Le Mans Series in the United Arab 
Emirates in February has attracted 

a record 48-car grid. The field for the 
races in Dubai and Abu Dhabi includes 
nine in in LMP2 and 15 in LMP3. 


DOOHAN STAYS AT VIRTUOS!I 


Star FIA Formula 2 rookie Jack 
Doohan heads a raft of driver 
confirmations for the series for 
2023 over the past few days. The 
Australian, three times a winner with 
Virtuosi Racing this year, remains 
with the Norfolk squad, but is now 
joined by Belgian Amaury Cordeel, 
who switches from Van Amersfoort 
Racing. The new PHM Racing by 
Charouz liaison has snapped up 
Israeli F2 veteran Roy Nissany and 
Spanish-American FIA F3 graduate 
Brad Benavides for its first season. 


TRIDENT'S FULL HOUSE 


Leading FIA F3 team Trident has 
completed its driver line-up for 2023. 
Italian Leonardo Fornaroli steps up 
with the team with which he contested 
Formula Regional European, while 
Euroformula Open champion 

Oliver Goethe is also on board - the 
German-Dane impressed by scoring 
points on two FIA F3 outings this year. 
They join the already announced 
Gabriel Bortoleto at the team. 


GERMAN F4 BITES THE DUST 
The ADAC has pulled the plug on its 
German F4 Championship after eight 
years. The series has struggled for 
entries since its early seasons, when 
Mick Schumacher and Lando Norris 
won races. The ADAC will now support 
two young Germans in French F4. 
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Patrick Tambay 1949-2022 


OBITUARY winning smile and impeccable manners, he made friends wherever 
he went. It says alot that over the course of his career he was often 
Patrick Tambay, perhaps best knownas the man who replaced reunited with teams and key personnel years after first working 
Gilles Villeneuve at Scuderia Ferrari in 1982, has died at the age with them — people liked having him around. 
of 73. He logged only two grand prix victories during his one Anaccomplished skier in his youth, Tambay enjoyed driving road 
anda half years at Maranello, but he played a huge role in helping cars in snowy conditions, anda trip tothe Monaco GP inspired him 
to steer the team through a traumatic time, with Villeneuve’s to goto the Winfield school at Paul Ricard. At the age of 22, he won 
death followed a few months later by another devastating the school’s Pilote Elf prize — the judges included Ken Tyrrell and 
accident that ended the career of Didier Pironi. Francois Cevert — whichled to a paid Formula Renault drive for 1972. 
Tambay’s easy-going personality made him the perfect man Inhis second season he finished runner-up to Rene Arnoux in the 
for sucha difficult task. Hugely charming and possessed of a French championship and, after convincing Elf that he should bypass 


Tambay became a hot property 
with 1977 performances 


in the Theodore Ensign 
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Tambay’s most-celebrated a 
victory came for Ferrari 


in 1983 San Marino GP e 


F3, he moved straight into F2 
in1974 with the Alpine team. 

Tambay finished seventh in 
the championship and, again 
with Elf support, moved to the 
works March squad for 1975.A 
win at Nogaro and four second 
places meant he finished equal 
runner-up, albeit along way 
behind winner Jacques Laffite. 
He stayed on for a third year 
in 1976, now with Martini, 
again winning at Nogaro and 
finishing third in the points. 

For 1977 he made an unusual 
sideways switch to Can-Am as 
replacement for the injured Brian Redman at the Haas team, 
winning six races and taking the title. That summer he landed his 
Fichance. He was offered a Surtees seat for his home race at Dijon at 
the very last minute, but he failed to qualify. He had already signed 
to drive an Ensign run by Theodore Racing for the rest of the season. 
After asolid debut at Silverstone he earned sixth in his second start 
at Hockenheim, and then at Zandvoort he ran as highas third 
before running out of fuel and being classified fifth. 

Tambay’s performances attracted the attention of Ferrari, 
although an appointment to talk about a future drive was postponed 
because Enzo Ferrari was ill. He was then signed by McLaren boss 
Teddy Mayer to replace Jochen Mass for 1978 alongside James Hunt. 

McLaren lost its way at the start of the ground-effects era, and 
Tambay struggled to make any sort of impact with the M26. He was 
fourthin Sweden and scraped into the top six on four other occasions, 
finishing 14th in the world championship. For 1979, and with John 


Watson now partnering Tambay, McLaren tried to catch up with 
ground-effects technology, but the M28 proved to be a disaster. 
Tambay even had to go back to the ancient M26 at one stage, while 
the hurriedly prepared M29 wasn’t much better. He failed to score 
a point, and for 1980 Mayer replaced him with F3 star Alain Prost. 

In 1980 Tambay went back to Can-Am, where he earned a second 
title with Haas. In1981 he returned to F1, hooking up with Teddy Yip 
once more to drive the uncompetitive Theodore. In the middle of 
the season he moved to Ligier to replace the injured Jean-Pierre 
Jabouille. It was not a happy time, and he was fortunate to escape 
froma huge crash in Las Vegas. 

After a false start with Arrows, Tambay was left on the F1 
sidelines in early 1982 while expecting areturn to North America. 
But when Villeneuve was killed at Zolder in May, Tambay was the 
man who Ferrari called in to partner Pironi. He was third on his 
second outing at Brands Hatch and then won on his fourth start 
with the team at Hockenheim — the day after Pironi was badly 
injured. Tambay helped the team to move on, and his solid scoring 
ensured that Ferrari secured that year’s constructors’ title. 

For 1983 he was joined by former F2 team-mate Arnoux. He 
scored an emotional win at Imola, a year after the Villeneuve/Pironi 
fallout, and for the first half of the year he was a world championship 
contender. But his hopes faded witha string of retirements in 
the second half, three in races where he started from pole, 
and he finished the year in fourth place. 

Dropped by Ferrari, for 1984 he was back with Renault and Elf as 
he was signed to partner Derek Warwick. Pole and second place in 
the fifth race at Dijon looked 
promising, but Tambay’s two 
years with the team proved 
difficult, and he was plagued 
with reliability issues. 

With the Renault team 
closing, Tambay made afresh 
start in 1986 with Carl Haas’s 
new Beatrice Lola squad. His 
only score was fifthin Austria, 
and the team folded at the end 
of the year. This time Tambay’s 
Fi career was over. 

In1989 Tom Walkinshaw hired 
him to drive for Jaguar in the 
world sportscar championship 
as partner toJan Lammers, but 
the V6 turbo-powered XJR-11 
was largely outclassed. The only 
decent result was second at 
Jaramain the V12 XJR-9, 
while he took fourth place 
at the Le Mans 24 Hours in the XJR-9 LM. 

After that Tambay’s circuit racing career fizzled out. He switched 
his focus to off-road events, regularly competing in the Paris-Dakar 
and logging several podium finishes. He also made a single-seater 
comeback in the Grand Prix Masters series in 2005-06. 

He kept busy out of the cockpit. He hada brief involvement with 
the Larrousse team in its latter days, and forged parallel careers as 
a TV commentator and politician. He also served as a mentor to 
Jacques Villeneuve when the young Canadian was starting out, 
and later helped his own son Adrien, now the 2022 ETCR 
electric touring car champion, to progress through the ranks. 

Tambay had been struggling with health issues for many years, 
principally Parkinson’s Disease, and sadly he has lost his final 
battle. Autosport sends its condolences to his family and his 
many friends in the sport. 

ADAM COOPER 


Highlight of two years 
at Renault was second 
in 1984 French GP 
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OPINION PIT + PADDOCK 


One more version of Hamilton? 


The shock of Abu Dhabi 2021 followed by a year of adversity trying to make a 


wayward car work could fuel a combative resurgence for the Mercedes driver 


ALEX KALINAUCKAS 


irmly in darkness after another twilight race to end 
the campaign, the Abu Dhabi paddock is bustling, 
F the atmosphere fizzing, people moving quickly, 
others congregating. Hugs flowing, Toto Wolff 
happily posing for selfies. The way the 2022 
Formula1 season ended was rather different to 2021. 

Not quite a year before — the event was three weeks earlier this 
time as F1 wanted to avoid a direct clash with the Qatar World Cup — 
things were so different for Mercedes and the championship overall. 
After avoiding the mandatory media duties following a race in which 
he’d so painfully finished second, Lewis Hamilton made a low-key, 
dignified exit from the paddock around the time Mercedes’ second 
protest over that controversial ending was dismissed. In 2022, he 
stayed on with post-season testing action to come. 

On Monday (12 December), it’Il be a year to the day since those 
incredible scenes were etched in Fi history. No one who was there 
will forget the atmosphere or the reaction — from the fans at the 
track and those watching on from afar, many sharing their thoughts 
online. Certain elements of the other side of the 2021 protagonists 
— at Red Bull — are keen for the Abu Dhabi saga to remain amere 
memory. Max Verstappen said as much when he explained his 
Sky Sports F1 boycott at the Mexican Grand Prix. But it would be 
wrong to minimise Abu Dhabi 2021. And for many reasons. 

For anyone who follows F1 for the human drama as muchas 


“He’s now openly talking about 
signing a new multi-year 
contract with Mercedes” 


the sporting action or technical developments, that season finale 
has surely gone downas the most controversial, disgraceful even, 
since Jerez 1997. Asa talking point alone, it’s made amassive 
mark on history. It’s also an important driver in keeping the 
FIA committed to improving its processes and rules, with the 
outcome of many decisions in the campaign just gone proving 
those efforts are far from complete. That’s if they ever can be in 
motorsport, where the goal is to get around regulations as much 
as possible. For the F1 organisation, Abu Dhabi2021 represents 
aclose-competition level it will now always want to replicate 
compared to the long-decided subsequent season. The 
controversial events were extremely newsworthy, but they 
were embarrassing at the same time. 

Andit wasa key moment in the careers of two Filegends. 


Rather obviously, Hamilton lost out on taking F1’s championship 
tally record for himself, while Verstappen’s first title was sealed. 
The outcome had an impact on both drivers, as could be seen in 
2.022. The Dutchman was aclear step better with the pressure 
andexpectation surrounding a first title charge removed. 

For Hamilton, it was something very different. He’d tasted 
world title defeat before, but this one was a systemic shock. How 
do you move on from feeling that a race had been manipulated to 
stop you winning? When rules clearly weren’t followed and the 
system, ultimately, failed you? A mere mortal couldn’t, wouldn’t 
let this go. One of the world’s top athletes spent the 2021-22 
off-season contemplating his next move. He returned, with an 
unexpected message. “If you think what you saw at the end of 
last year was my best,” Hamilton said at Mercedes’ 2022 car 
launch back in February, “wait until you see this year.” 

Abu Dhabi 2021 wasn’t forgotten — far from it. Hamilton was 
openly using it as motivation to hit back at the first available 
opportunity. He came out swinging in an age where drivers shy 
away from such talk because of the risk that it will backfire, hand 
an opponent an advantage, or because circumstances stop the 
words being backed up with actions. And that’s what happened 
for Hamilton in 2022. On the day he made that vow, Mercedes 
was discovering the W13’s porpoising problem. It didn’t know 
how bad it would get because this was its higher-riding, lower- 
downforce launch specification package, which was also being 
shaken down at Silverstone during Storm Eunice — described 
in the UK as the worst storm for over 30 years. 

The car’s problems meant 2022 didn’t become the campaign 
Mercedes expected. But it has led to akey change to the ending of 
Hamilton’s story. For a start, he’s now openly talking about signing 
anew multi-year contract with Mercedes, whereas a year ago there 
were legitimate fears that he could walk away from F1 altogether, 
which was a possibility even if he had won that eighth title and 
decided to go out ona high. And we know that fixing the W13 didn’t 
quell his fighting spirit, with Hamilton admitting to“constructive 
arguments” with his engineering team as they dealt with the 
disappointment of the car’s shortcomings. 

Then there was the Brazil clash with Verstappen. It revealed that 
Hamilton’s determination to make a point with his rival remains. If 
they clash again in 2023, will the inner fire on display last February 
be unleashed again, Hamilton using adversity to reach his best 
levels once more? It’s very possible. Hamilton’s final F1 chapters 
could be filled with anew steely inner core that the 2021 clashes 
started creating and Abu Dhabi sealed. What that leads to now 
willbe worth remembering and watching for as longas it lasts.” 


© Pic MERCEDES’ F1 RECOVERY 
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Fighting back from a tricky year 


The 2019-20 World Endurance LMP2 champion and BRDC SuperStar talks through 
his dual campaign in WEC and European Le Mans Series with United Autosports 


PHIL HANSON 


y European Le Mans Series season was a bit up 
and down. We came so close in so many races to 
M getting astrong result, and we felt like the win was 
never really coming until we got to the last part of 
the season when we managed to dominate at Spa 
in September and I finally achieved my first win of the year. 

Our biggest issue was being consistent. We struggled at some 
races more than others, and at the time it was difficult to really 
compete with Prema, who were consistently in the top three. 
Inachampionship with only six races, the moment you finish 
outside the top five, or even outside the top three, you really 
bleed too many points to be able to challenge. We were just 
alittle bit too inconsistent to really be there at the end. 

The team ended up third in the championship, which isn’t 
so bad, but when you have the expectations that me and United 
Autosports have, given our previous success, it felt like a very 
sour taste in our mouths. 

The Spa win was good, we hada second at Imola, and we looked 
strong in Portimao but, unfortunately, I made a mistake when we 
were running fourth and felt that we could perhaps challenge for 
another podium. That’s kind of been our year, always around 
fourth, but not quite being able to break into the podium places. 
But at Spa we really got everything to come together and managed 
to achieve exactly what we were trying to. 

The campaign in the World Endurance Championship was 
my toughest year of racing to date, in terms of not managing to 
get anything working in our favour. We’ve had abit of everything 
this year — we had races where we weren’t that strong on pure pace, 
we had races where I’ve made a mistake, and we had races where 
we had contact, such as Le Mans when we were taken out within 
six seconds of the start. We’ve basically had four years’ worth 
of individual issues all come together in one season. 


It all came together at Spa for 
Hanson and co-drivers Tom 


Gamble and Duncan Tappy 
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We had reliability issues, with a failure of a part that was within 
its life cycle. It wasn’t that something was overlooked or that there 
was much the team could have done to resolve these issues. Work 
has been done since to try to minimise it, but it was purely a failure, 
it wasn’t something that we could predict. In races where we’ve 
had reliability, good strategy and strong pace from the drivers, we 
haven’t quite had the car there, and then races where we’ve hada 
very, very fast car we’ve been taken out, like at Le Mans. 

It was just acycle of not being able to align all the different key 
elements to win races. Unfortunately, alot of it was out of our 
control and when things were even going right, we were always 
kind of falling from what seemed to be the lead or the battle for the 
lead. I always think luck is when preparation meets opportunity, 
and quite often, even the opportunity wasn’t there or there was 
an external factor that just completely threw us off. 

In 2020, everything seemed to fall our way, we were ona 
winning streak heading into Le Mans, we were discussing 
among the team and my team-mates that our winning streak 
was going torun out, the next race is Le Mans, it’s going torun 
out there because sod’s law says you can’t have a three or four- 
race winning streak. And then we won, so it all did work out. 

It seemed like the opposite happened this year. 

It’s interesting being aBRDC SuperStar because my needs 
have changed throughout the years. While that hasn’t necessarily 
been working on individual elements of my career, the support has 
been there for what I needed as things crop up throughout the year. 
In the past they’ve helped me witha sports psychologist, which 
I found very useful. I learned some lessons and little tools on 
which I can still reference now, so it’s something which stays 
with me every weekend I go racing. 

This year the biggest thing has been using the media outlets 
that they give me to help promote my name. It’s difficult when 
you don’t get results, but to be attached to the SuperStars is a big 
thing in itself and, when you have a year where youcan’t really 
pullonany results in particular, sometimes it’s good to be 
anchored to a group of great drivers. 

Over the winter I will work a lot on fitness. It’s what Iturn 
to inthose moments. It takes my mind off it, andI put myselfto 
something proactive. I can work on my fitness and try to stay as 
mentally focused and prepared as I can. It feels like I’m working 
towards the same goal andimproving myself. 

I’ll be doing the Asian Le Mans Series again and racing at 
Daytona with TF Sport so, while I do have a bit of an off-season, 
it’s good for me because it means I’m very hungry to get the 
results that we’ve missed in the last 12 months. My season 
starts early, andI hope to hit the ground running as T’ll be in 
the car far more than I was in the pre-season this year. ¥ 
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I know safety is paramount, but I wonder whether Formula 1 


is becoming just too clinical and sanitised 


HUGH WROTH 


Is it right to remove another risk? 

The initial talk of instigation of wheel arches/spray flaps onto 
Formula 1 cars does throw up a number of issues. Not least, 

in this era of supposed cost cutting/budget capping, these 
devices will surely incur significant finance to first of all 
design, manufacture and then install in a safe manner. 

Presumably much R&D work will need to be carried out to 
ensure they do not mitigate car performance, and obviously 
will need to conform tothe highest safety standards in the 
event of an accident. 

I know safety is paramount, but I wonder whether F1is 
becoming just too clinical and sanitised like so many other 
day-to-day situations in the real world, to the detriment of 
the viewing spectator? After all, wet weather has certainly 
spiced up the action and unpredictability over the years — 
Fuji1976, Belgium 1998, Canada 2011 toname but a few. 

I find myself all too frequently looking back over my 
shoulder to the 1970s where reliability issues, differing tyre 
manufacturers and sheer driver skill wrestling with manual 
gearboxes etc often provided surprise results in practice and 
races. That in turn created interest, excitement and unknown 
expectation — factors that contributed to compelling viewing. 

Just look at the interest generated by Kevin Magnussen’s 
recent pole, in part weather related. 

My point is if you remove all the risks (spray in this instance) 


yourun the danger of stifling the action. Predictability = boring. 


Hugh Wroth 
Wiltshire 


Choose what type of champion we want 
In Alex Kalinauckas’s opinion piece about Charles Leclerc 
and his downbeat view about his result at Abu Dhabiand 
place in the championship (24 November), Alex concluded 
that’s how true champions react. It’s not. True champions 
celebrate all progress while exerting every effort to move 
forwards. Here’s two versions: 

Glum-faced, that’s so abit s***, ’m achampion in waiting 
and can’t celebrate anything other than what I deserve. Or... 


SUTTON 


motorsport 
IMAGES 


What a fabulous result, moving forward, strived as hard as 
we could, nabbed second, what a great effort and result. Just 
one more place to go and we’!l be on top. Can’t believe we are 
doing this, but thanks to everyone and the only way is up. 

What sort of champion would we prefer to have? 

Graham Ridgway 
By email 


Ascari’s success rate 

When comparing Max Verstappen’s success to that of the 
‘greats’(24 November), you say that Alberto Ascari’s rate is 
86% if Indianapolis is excluded. 

Ascari drove a Ferrari375 in the 500 but the qualification 
process meant it was not possible to enter the Swiss Grand 
Prix meaning amaximum of seven races could be attempted 
and therefore a success rate of 86%. I suspect that had Alberto 
chosen the Ferrari 500 rather than the Indy 500 he would 
probably have achieved 100%. 
lan Page 
Haslemere 
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MERCEDES’ F1 REVIVAL 


2010-13 


HUNTE 


2014-21 


HUNTE 
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HUNTE 


2023 


HUNTED? 


It’s a tall order for Mercedes to turn things around 
after the shocker of 2022, but if any team can... 


MATT KEW 


motorsport 


PHOTOGRAPHY IMAGES 


he W123 proved unlucky for some, but not in the 
way Mercedes had hoped. The car chalked a sole pole 
and grand prix win apiece to represent its builder’s 
leanest campaign ina decade. For the eight-time 
constructors’champion so accustomed to success, 
its latest embarrassment of riches instead arrived 
with a litany of performance problems that still 
weren’t fully resolved come the Abu Dhabi finale. 
As such, when Lewis Hamilton and George Russell 
dive into the pits next year, they’1l need to remember 
to park two garages further down following the 
Three-Pointed Star’s fall to third in the standings. 

This regression coincided with Red Bull rediscovering its double- 
title-winning form upon the return of ground-effects to Formula 1. 
While Adrian Newey and his design department must contend with 
a25% slash in windtunnel time (the‘reward’ for claiming the crown 
plus the punishment for breaching the 2021 cost cap) over the coming 
12 months, the seismic rule change with the potential to reset the 
competitive order has been and gone. During the next few seasons 
of comparative aerodynamic stability, there’s good reason to expect 
Red Bull to build on its recent 17-race-winning pomp. 

Ferrari, meanwhile, has not long blown its best bet of ending a 
championship drought dating back to 2008. Poor pitstops, shambolic 
strategy and major unreliability that left the engines to be turned 
down for the second half of 2022 means confidence in the Maranello 
operation has taken a sizeable blow. All told, for an audience and series 
bosses who crave amulti-team grudge match next year, Mercedes 
might again be the prime candidate to take the fight to Red Bull. 

For one, the Russell-Hamilton pairing is arguably the strongest 
on the grid. They have every chance of nicking points off amore 
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Nico Rosberg scored 
Mercedes’ breakthough 
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lopsided Max Verstappen and Sergio Perez line-up so long as 
they are presented with a machine that’s up to the job. Considering 
Mercedes is the only team to definitively get the better of Red Bull 
since 2010, that’s far from an impossible task. So, all eyes willbe 
on the Silver Arrows’ powers of recovery. 

Brackley would quite happily see the door hit the W13 on the 
way out.“I don’t ever plan to drive this one again,” says Hamilton 
of the troubled creation. Similarly, Toto Wolffreckons it will be better 
off“in the caves” rather than proudly on display in the Mercedes-Benz 
Museum in Stuttgart. Their no-love-lost attitude reflects a campaign- 
long battle with bone-shaking bouncing, extreme drag, rock-hard 


Mercedes found more than 
a second in performance 


since season’s early races 
| 


ay’ 


sic sie ger 


arr 


— 
- 


sic sic 


suspension, and a machine that hada Goldilocks-like relationship 
with tyres — it couldn’t heat them in the cold and chewed them when 
it was hot. These are the issues that must be resolved for the W14. 
The new car will need to take an estimated step forward of 0.55 
seconds per lap to be a regular race-winning force at the start of 2023. 
That is, after the last W13 upgrade package that debuted in October’s 
United States GP, Mercedes held an average deficit over the final four 
rounds of 0.613%. This is according to the‘supertime’ metric, which 
records each team’s fastest lap during a weekend. Over a 90-second lap, 
that equates to over halfa second. Still, technical director Mike Elliott 
reckons eroding that fully is“within the bounds of what’s possible”. 


ETHERINGTON 


And closing that would not be unprecedented for Mercedes. It has 
overturned a hole that cavernous twice before. Come the climax of a 
2012 term that featured the first win and pole of the marque’s modern 
era, it had improved by 0.834% on 2011. Then, more obviously, it found 
0.986% between Hamilton joining the team for 2013 and the end of the 
first year of the 1600cc turbo-hybrid engines. While the latter relied 
ona landmark rule change that isn’t available this time, the squad 
nevertheless has pedigree in cultivating a phoenix-like revival. 

To attempt to do similar for 2023 started with Mercedes diagnosing 
why last season went so wrong. The whispers in the factory ahead of 


testing was that the design team had crafted another world-beater. 
That optimism soon shattered when the W13 hit the track, particularly 
in the Bahrain test. Something in the data didn’t add up. The 
simulations didn’t predict the return of a violent porpoising 
sensation many thought had been left in the 1980s. 

Mercedes’ potentially class-leading peak downforce numbers were 
generated when the scale model of the W123 was simulated running 
as low to the groundas possible. This was enhanced by running a 
floor that could flex to help seal the underside. Fine on paper, but the 
windtunnel runs couldn’t replicate the 140mph-plus speeds at which 
porpoising started to occur. Similarly, the flat rolling road surface 


8 DECEMBER 2022 AUTOSPORT.COM 19 


MERCEDES’ Fl REVIVAL 


fAUTOSPORT PLUS 


NO ADS. 
JUST MORE 
PERFORMANCE 


20 AUTOSPORT.COM 8 DECEMBER 2022 


couldn’t simulate all the real-world lumps and bumps of a circuit. 
As such, the bouncing came as a shock anda bendy floor was then 
the last thing the car needed. So much so that Mercedes sported 
connecting rods totry to fix it in place. 

“As ateam, we’ve had years of brilliant correlation between the 
windtunnel and the track,” says trackside engineering director 
Andrew Shovlin.“You’ve probably got to go back almost a decade for 
when we made a part in carbon that we didn’t run on the race car. So, 
we got to the stage with update kits that we’d just bolt it on, and it 
would do exactly what was required. That had served us well. At the 
time we were making the decisions for W13, we didn’t see areason 
to change that way of working. 

“Here, the issue wasn’t so much our windtunnel, but there was a 
mechanism at play that we hadn’t captured in any of our modelling 
or any of our work. That was porpoising. So, there were two things you 
had to do. One is that you’ve got to engineer it out of the car, which was 
fairly painful from a point of view of the distraction, the finite resource 
that we’ve got inacost cap... Andthen, subsequently how you develop 
the tools you need to be able to get back to where we were — where we 


could just commit to makinga set of parts, bring them to the car 
and have confidence that they work.” 

To answer that, as soonas the process of taming the W13 began, 
so too didimplementing safeguarding measures for 2023. Much like 
Hamilton sacrificing his free practice sessions to run radical set-ups 
when an eighth title looked out of reach, the team was working with 
alonger-term view. It wasn’t going to get bogged down chasing the 
diminishing returns the season offered. As Shovlin says, under the 
cost cap, no one can blindly spend their way out of trouble. Mercedes 
couldn’t follow aconventional development path of bringing continual 
upgrades until the shortfalls were resolved. The financial restrictions 
were exacerbated by porpoising, which kept wrecking the floors. That 
means investment has been directed to fundamentally“crack the 
code... for future performance”. 

The team is coy on whether it fully troubleshot its temperamental 
challenger over the 22 rounds. In his Abu Dhabi debrief, 


= 
= 
= 
[e) 
a 
=z 
<x 
Oo 


Hamilton had to be 
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motorsport strategy director James Vowles reckoned:“[I] don’t 
think you can truly, now or even across the winter, state that we 
know everything about the W13. Across the year we learned and 
discovered a whole series of new items that really, we had to 
learn, understand, and develop very quickly. 

“There have been some ups and downs. Very much so. And that’s the 
part of what Imeant by this car has items that we believe we understand 
and some of them that are still not fully explained. But if you look at the 
direction moving forward, the gaps to the front, especially on race pace, 
we made huge amounts of progress. You only do that by understanding 
where your problems are, working on them and working as a team.” 

In this mission to bounce back, the regulations for 2023 have 
potentially come towards Mercedes, the worst afflicted of the‘big three’ 
by porpoising. In response to the extreme vertical oscillations that 
notably left Hamilton to gingerly extricate himself from the cockpit 
after 51 laps of Baku, during the summer the FIA announced that 
the floor edge will be raised by 15mm for 
next year. While that will help curtail the 
pogoing problem for Merc, it does mean 
ripping up its originally conceived concept 
for acar torun slammed into the ground. 
But Wolff won’t lose sleep over that. He 
says of its successor:“The DNA of the 
car is going to change for next year, that’s 
clear. It doesn’t necessarily mean that our 
bodywork is going to look very different 
Lsee the size-zero sidepods] but certainly, 
the architecture will change.” 

Should the rule tweaks and the design 
rethink make porpoising a thing of the past, 
it can next help Mercedes refine its granite- 
like ride. Hamilton says the car has been 
hampered by “global stiffness to the point 
where the suspension is pretty useless”. He 
reckons there was more give in the sidewalls 
ofthe new 23-inch Pirellis than what 
springs and dampers could offer. That extra 
force through the rubber meant it too was 
bouncing independently of the porpoising 
to provide an unwelcome double whammy. 

Refining the suspension set-up and >> 
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INSIGHT MERCEDES’ Fil REVIVAL 


geometry is also one of the possible fixes for those tyre warm-up 
woes that blighted qualifying in anything less than scorching heat. 
Therefore, given one flaw of the W13 has contributed in part to 

the others, should Brackley find a root fix, it could be looking at 
the best kind of snowball effect over the winter. 

Russell’s triumphs in both the sprint and full GP contest in Brazil 
have only added to the motivation for the off-season.“The factory is 
going to be pumping on all cylinders across the winter and everybody’s 
going to be so motivated to come back,” says the now-victorious Brit. 
“The result is such a morale booster for everyone, and what we really 
needed to keep on pushing. The targets we’ve set out are absolutely 
the right ones. We just need to continue on this path that we’re on 
and see what we can achieve next year.” 

While the gestation period for the W14 has long since started, 
aerodynamic drag continued to blight Mercedes right until the last 
dance in Abu Dhabi. It was 6mph slower in the speed traps than the 
Red Bull. The high altitude of Mexico City and an absence of properly 
long straights at Interlagos served to only mask the shortcoming. 
Definitively rectifying that excessive air resistance will be high 
on the Christmas wish list. 


“THE FACTORY IS GOING TO BE 
PUMPING ON ALL CYLINDERS 
ACROSS THE WINTER” 


ETHERINGTON 


When major straights returned at Yas Marina, Russell qualified different between low and high-speed. So many problems.” 
down in sixth, 0.6878 adrift of polesitter Verstappen.“We’re just Further suggesting the W13’s defects fed into one another, 
not efficient enough,” he explained.“That’s the long and short of it. Mercedes often tried to remove downforce to lower the drag. This, 
Every time we come to these kinds of circuits, where you have a full it hoped, wouldn’t leave it as a sitting duck down the straights. But, 
range of corners and long straights, we really struggle. We just lose in turn, it ruined the rest of alap when the going got twisty. And with 
so much speed to Red Bull on the straights. So, it’s clear where we that reduced downforce not pressing the tyres into the surface, heating 
need to improve for next year if we want to have a car that’s those Pirellis took even longer. Ultimately, this cocktail left Mercedes 
stronger over the course of a season.” down the order in qualifying and then unable to regain places on Sunday. 
Hamilton adds:“Drag is a huge problem for us. When we get to Here, at least Mercedes can reap the benefit of dropping two places 
acertain speed, that’s when other people are pulling away. It’s when in the points. Under the sliding scale of the Aerodynamic Testing 
you brake, and the front dips and the rear comes up and the aero Regulations, the annus horribilis will afford it 7% more windtunnel 
transfers during that period and when you get on the power. It’s runs than Ferrari, while Red Bull faces its own one-quarter slash. 


MERCEDES’ MODERN-ERA PERFORMANCE CHANGES 
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Despite the headaches enduring until the Abu Dhabi curtain 
call, that’s not to say that the team didn’t make significant progress 
throughout the year. Certainly, when Hamilton was binned out of Q1in 
Saudi Arabia, forecasting a win at Sao Paulo for his stablemate would 
have seemed like a flight of fancy. Asked to stick anumber on how 
much time was found, Russell supposes: “Definitely well over a second, 
I would say. In Bahrain [round one] I qualified ninth. At Imola, both 
Lewis and I were out in Q2. We were fighting with Alfa Romeo and 
Haas at the start of the season and well over a second, at points, 
behind Ferrari, who were looking the most 
dominant team at the time. It really goes 
to show the improvement we’ve made. 

We lost so much time trying to solve the 
porpoising issues and that really hurt our 
development. I think that’s why we’re 
seeing such ajump in performance in 
these [final] races. We’re now focused 
on bringing performance.” 

One area where Mercedes has already 
found joy is with stripping weight out of 
the car. Not ina conventional sense like Red 
Bull, which put the RB18 ona diet soit could 
near the minimum 798kg limit to give bias 
tothe front axle to suit Verstappen’s driving 
style. Instead, the “slimmer” Merc enabled 
the team to add more parts back on to 
remedy aero troubles, rather than turning 
it into atrue featherweight. As Wolff says 
when asked about the final Austin upgrade 1 
that delivered new front and rear wings 
and a tweaked floor:“The weight was a 
recurring issue this season. Obviously, you’re trimming it and you lose 
weight, but then you’re adding parts in order to recover downfalls and 
issues that we had. So, we never got back to the weight. We’ve been 
pretty stable over the last few races. Not where we expect to be, but 
certainly there’s some lap time that we should find for next year.” 

Undoubtedly, there have been steps forward. But it is also evident 
that the immediate and enduring quest to eradicate porpoising put 
Mercedes on the back foot. So much so that Wolff reckons the team 
was “eight to 10 months”behind with its usual performance 


HARFORD 


1-2 result in 
Brazil just the fillip 
needed to redouble 
the team’s efforts 


development schedule. Even if the programme for the W14 has been in 
the works for some time, closing that would be quite the comeback over 
the winter. And that’s only the challenge the team faces to catch up 

to where it planned to be. It must also match the gains that Ferrari 

and Red Bull themselves will make. 

And in this perfect world where Mercedes is ready to hit the ground 
running with its latest creation, its on-track operations still needa 
little bit of tightening if Red Bull is going to truly feel the heat. During 
the peak Silver Arrows years, it infrequently excelled with strategy but 
often didn’t face the opposition to make 
that pay. In 2022, its overzealous call to not 
pit Hamilton during the late safety car in 
the Dutch GP, or the excessive caution in 
fitting the hard tyres to both drivers to 
squander a shot at success in Mexico, 
suggest the pitwall remains imperfect. 

Regardless, this is one optimistic camp. 
Mercedes insists the toils of the season just 
gone have improved and bonded the entire 
squad so that, when it’s back on song, it’ll 
potentially be slicker than ever. Then there’s 
Hamilton, who says he is ready to signa 
contract extension right away rather than 
wait to see how the early rounds of 2023 
unfold. That’s ahuge vote of confidence. 

Perhaps most tellingly, the hints that the 
good times will return are reflected across 
the more deadpan engineering team. 
Vowles says:“The confidence we have is 
that we now have our windtunnel tools, our 
development tools, our performance tools 
here in the organisation producing performance whichis more than our 
competitors. It’s allowing us to move further forward relative to them. 

“There is still a void, though, and Abu Dhabi really showed that. 
That has to be caught up across the winter. We have a very good 
process and system in place to do that. The development you saw 
across the season will continue across the winter and 1 think we’ll 
be ina very strong place next year.” 

If that truly is the case, the Red Bull monopoly that eventually played 
out in 2022 might be short-lived. Mercedes reckons it’s game on. “¥ 
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A ROLLERCOASTER RIDE 
TO BRITISH Fl SUCCESS 


It’s 60 years since BRM achieved its goal and took a world title double. 


And that was just part of the remarkable story of a unique team... 


KEVIN TURNER 


motorsport 
IMAGES 


PHOTOGRAPHY 


mbarrassing failure, world-beating success, ambitious 
innovation. British Racing Motors was alittle of all 
E these things and more during its quarter of acentury 
in Formula 1. The early and late years of BRM were 
ignominious but in between it achieved its original 
aim of winning at the pinnacle of motorsport and showing that 
British engineering could compete with the best in the world. 

Raymond Mays and Peter Berthon had tasted some success before 
the Second World War with English Racing Automobiles, and even 
before hostilities were over ex-racer Mays had sent his‘White Paper’ 
to selected firms in British industry, presenting the idea of an all- 
British project to build the finest grand prix car in the world. 
Oliver Lucas of Joseph Lucas Ltd and Alfred Owen 
of the Rubery Owen engineering company were key 
early supporters and many others followed, with the 
promise of financial support and/or the supply of 
parts, materials and expertise. A BRM Association 
supporters’ club was also set up and the press, both 
specialist and general, soon got behind the idea 
of taking on the Italians in GP racing. 

Famously, things went wrong almost from the 
start of the project, based at the Old Maltings behind 
Eastgate House at Bourne, Mays’s home. Berthon’s 
1.5-litre, two-stage supercharged, 135-degree V16- 
engined P15 set one of BRM’s defining features early 
on: ambitious complexity. “It was very complicated 
and now we realise it was over-engineered, recalls 
Dick Salmon, who joined BRM at the end of 1950 and was soon 
promoted onto the race team as amechanic.“It was fantastic but it 
was time-consuming and difficult to work on. Peter Berthon was 
also a difficult man — I couldn’t read him all the time I was there.” 

Parts delays as businesses prioritised producing things that could 
be profitably exported in austere post-war Britain, insufficient budget 


Mays shows off the 7779 
sleek V16 to enthused 
onlookers at 1949 launch... 
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and constant reliability problems meant the exquisite 
and sonorous car didn’t make its race debut until the 
British Racing Drivers’Club International Trophy 

at Silverstone in August 1950. Even then, Mays 

and Berthon felt the V16 was not ready, but growing 
pressure, from within the organisation as well as 
external, forced their hand. The car missed practice, 
started from the back and then lurched forward as 

the back axle output shaft sheared on the startline, 
inthe hands of French ace Raymond Sommer. 

Criticism was harsh and swift, but development continued andthe 
V16 would be the first Fi car to run disc brakes. It was another example 
of the team’s innovation and readiness to push the boundaries but, as 
Ferrari rose to challenge Alfa Romeo supremacy during 1951, BRM 
missed most of the races. The V16 scored its only world championship 
points thanks to Reg Parnell’s fifth place at the British GP, but he was 
five laps behind Jose Froilan Gonzalez’s landmark victory for Ferrari. 
Despite prodigious power, well in excess of 500bhp, the BRM was still 
along way from toppling Italian domination in F1. And it got worse. 

BRM entered and then withdrew from the Valentino GP in April 
1952, before any world championship races had been held that season. 
Alfa Romeo had already quit Fi and BRM’s consistent flakiness meant 
organisers felt they had no choice but to switch to F2 regulations, 
which would at least ensure bigger grids. The world championship 
thus ran to F2 rules in1952-53 until anew F1 for 2.5-litre 
unsupercharged cars arrived for 1954. 

BRM had no interest in F2 and many involved had lost interest full- 
stop. The result was Owen buying the team from the BRM Trust at the 
end of 1952, one of the most significant moments in the whole BRM 
story. He left Mays and Berthon in place, while engineer Tony Rudd, 
who had joined from Rolls-Royce in 1951, would thereafter play an 
increasingly active role.“We got a lot of criticism from some of the >> 


THE BRM STORY 


DID YOU KNOW? 


As well as being 11th on the 
F1 world championship wins 
list as a constructor on 17 
victories, BRM is also ninth 
on the engine wins list 
with 18 
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BRM SPECIAL 


BRM WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP GP WINS 


YEAR EVENT (CIRCUIT) 

1959 Dutch GP (Zandvoort) 

1962 Dutch GP (Zandvoort) 
press, but I don’t think it affected German GP (Nurburgring) 
us,’ adds Salmon. 


DRIVER CAR - oe Oe Z 
Jo Bonnier P25 pal nay Oe . : = 4 
Graham Hill P57 
Graham Hill P57 


Cooper’s rear-engined revolution 
saw off Ferrariin1959-60 before the 


Italian GP (Monza) Graham Hill P57 

The V16 was eventually developed ; Italian team struck back in the first 
into a winner in non-championship SourbAtiicaniericest london “Crahamnilt one year of the 1500cc regulations. BRM 
events, though there was no 1963 MonacoGP (Monte Carlo) Graham Hill P57 toiled with the P48, its first mid- 
escaping the fact that BRM would United StatesepiWatikinsclen) Grahamuill os) engined machine based on the 
be seenas a failure untilit wonin front-engined P25, complete with 
GP racing. The four-cylinder P25 1964 MonacoGP (Monte Carlo) Graham Hill P261 ‘bacon slicer’ single, mid-mounted, 
arrived in 1955 but it would take United StatesGP (WatkinsGlen) GrahamHill P261 rear disc brake (another Berthon 
along time before its potential odyssey). Although new recruit 
was realised. There were reliability BOGS Wel eto cel Metis Caine) helnenudat ee Graham Hill finished third in the 
problems, with oil lubrication issues Italian GP (Monza) Jackie Stewart P261 1960 Dutch GP and almost won the 
among the early hurdles, big crashes, THEE Gane Gal Galen or British GP, BRM had stillnot added 
and the car wasn’t the easiest to to Bonnier’s win by the end of 1961. 
drive.“We went from the ridiculous 1966 MonacoGP (Monte Carlo) Jackie Stewart P261 The result was a sobering message 
to the sublime,” reckons Salmon. “It 1970 Belgian GP (Spa) Sachaltadtanes P153 from the team’s backer. “Sir Alfred 
was basically a good car but handling issued an ultimatum in 1962 that we 
was a problem. Eventually a deal was 1971 Austrian GP (Osterreichring) JoSiffert ro win two GPs or he’d move things 
done for Colin Chapman to sort the Italian GP (Monza) Peter Gethin P160 from Bourne to somewhere else,” 


suspension out, which he did — a 
coil spring at each corner. It made 
aterrific difference.” 

Finally, after much development 
and testing, the P25 gave BRM its first world championship success at 
the 1959 Dutch GP, courtesy ofJo Bonnier. “It was a terrific lift,” says 
Salmon.“I can see Raymond Mays now — I’m sure he was in tears.” 

Nevertheless, Vanwall — set up by disgruntled early BRM supporter 
Tony Vandervell — had already put a British team at the top of F1. 
Rather than insist on British-built parts, Vanwall had been more 
pragmatic, building what it could and using British suppliers but also 
going elsewhere if required. It had won the inaugural F1 constructors’ 
title in 1958 before withdrawing, leaving the British challenge in 
the hands of BRM and agile firms Cooper and Lotus. 


1972 MonacoGP (Monte Carlo) 
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recalls Salmon. Or, indeed, close 
things down altogether. 

Fortunately, Rudd’s P57 and 
its P56 V8 engine meant BRM 
finally had the equipment to get the job done. And, in Hill, ithada 
top-level driver.“It was a good car, a great little engine, and Graham 
was abrilliant driver — very determined,’ asserts Salmon. 

Having brilliantly won the BRDC International Trophy at the last 
corner the week before, Hill took victory in the first championship 
race of the 1962 campaign at Zandvoort. The season quickly distilled 
into a fight between Hill andJim Clark, armed with Chapman’s 
monocoque Lotus 25. The Clark-Lotus combination was arguably 
faster, but Hill and BRM proved more reliable (see page 26). And 
there were some fine moments along the way. 


Jean-Pierre Beltoise P160B 


The P25 
of Tony Brooks 
burns at the 1956 
British GP after a 
sticking throttle 
caused huge 


Hill leads Stewart before 
famous charge at the 1965 


== Monaco GP in P261 = 
TRIBUTE TO B.R.M. ; 


“The most significant race, and the best in my view, was the German 
GP,’ recalls Salmon.“Graham was following Baron Carel Godin de 
Beaufort, who’d put acamera on his car and it came adrift. Graham 
collected it, spun on his own oil and crashed. It was a write-off, but 
we’d taken the spare car. Graham was badly shaken but we changed the 
seats, pedals, anti-roll bars on the spare car to Graham’s specification. 

“On race day there was heavy rain. On the first lap he came round he 
was second, behind Dan Gurney’s Porsche — Ican still see the German 
fans cheering — andonthe second lap Graham overtook him in front of 
the grandstand and then there was silence! It was a wonderful feeling. 
He went on to win and it was the greatest race I’d seen.” 

After eight of the nine rounds, Hill and Clark both had three wins, 
while Hill led the points heading to the South African finale. There was 
an enormous near-three-month wait after the penultimate round and 
BRM’s preparation did not go well, the cars struggling to finish the 
non-championship races at Kyalami and Westmead, both won by 
Lotus.“The situation was hopeless, really,’ admits Salmon.“We 
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Perhaps Hill’s finest 1962 ae 
drive came in the German GP, “5 Gy 


beating Gurney and Surtees 


“THE SITUATION WAS HOPELESS. 
WE COBBLED THE CARS TOGETHER BY 
CANNIBALISING BITS OFF OTHER CARS” 


cobbled the cars together by cannibalising bits off other cars.” 

Clark took his sixth pole for the East London decider and pulled 
away from the start. The title looked his, only for an oil leak to put 
the Lotus out at three-quarters distance. Hill picked up the pieces 
to become the first British driver to win the Fi world title ina British 
car, while BRM secured the constructors’crown. Its mission had 
been accomplished — and the team had secured its future. 

Lotus and Clark were unstoppable in 1963, but Hill still won 
two races and team-mate Richie Ginther put in a campaign of 
considerable consistency to give BRM a 2-3 in the drivers’ standings. 

Rudd’s gem of amonocoque P261 helped Hill battle Clark and 
Ferrari’s John Surtees for the 1964 crown, which went the way of 
Surtees ina dramatic Mexican GP finale. BRM took second inthe 
constructors’ table for the third consecutive time in 1965, the P261 
again Lotus’s main rival in the hands of Hill and Jackie Stewart. 

There’s no doubt BRM was one of the big teams of the 1500cc era, 
with chief mechanic Cyril Atkin and experienced personnel, but >> 
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BRM SPECIAL 


things went downhill rapidly when the three-litre regulations arrived 
for 1966. After Stewart’s win at Monaco with the two-litre version of 
the P261 — also a force in Tasman competition — there were no more 

victories that season, and the arrival of the H16 engine was a disaster. 

Having apparently not learned from the V16, BRM committed 
to another complicated and unusual engine in the quest for power. 

It was too big, too heavy and unreliable. Even Stewart couldn’t 
win with it in 1967, Hill having left for Lotus. 

It was the beginning of a difficult period for BRM. The Len Terry- 
designed P133, powered by a V12 originally intended for sportscar 
racing, managed three GP podiums in the hands of Pedro Rodriguez in 
1968, but BRM was being left behind — particularly by the Cosworth 
DFV.“BRM had put so much into the H16,” reckons Richard Attwood, 
who took second place for BRM at that year’s Monaco GP. “They tried 
to get an advantage, it didn’t work out and that put them behind. The 
two-valve [per cylinder] V12 just wasn’t competitive. When I drove 
the Lotus 49 at Monaco the following year Ithought,‘Oh my God’ 
Icompare it to the difference between a thoroughbred race horse 
and a point-to-pointer [competitor in amateur horse racing].” 

A willingness to experiment remained. Peter Wright had drawings 
for a ground-effects ‘wing’ car at BRM, nearly a decade before he would 
successfully pick up that line of thinking at Lotus. But it didn’t race. 


“PEDRO JUST DROVE IT. | KNEW THE 
BALANCE HE WANTED, WAS ABLE TO 
ADJUST THE CAR AND OFF HE WENT” 


Surtees joined for 1969 but was gone before some of the changes he 
helped trigger started to bear fruit. Rudd left and Tim Parnell became 
team manager. Also key among the changes was the arrival of up-and- 
coming designer Tony Southgate. At short notice he penned the 
neat-but-conventional P153, which would evolve into the 1971 P160. 

Rodriguez also returned for 1970, while Louis Stanley attracted 
backing from Yardley. Stanley, husband of Alfred Owen’s sister Jean, 
had become an increasingly important figure at BRM during the 
1960s and ajoint managing director. At that stage, his influence 
was regarded with some positivity, but his impact during the 
following decade would be more contentious... 

Reliability in 1970 was still suspect, but there was more promise. 
At Spa, witha bigger oil tank on his P153 as Southgate constantly 
evolved the oil system to quench the improved 48-valve V12’s thirst, 
Rodriguez had one of his great days. The Mexican held off the March 
of Chris Amon to take BRM’s first GP win for four years, then finished 
the season witha string of competitive outings. 

Southgate enjoyed working with Rodriguez, who was by now one 
of the world’s leading racers.“He just drove it,” says Southgate. “He 
wasn’t an engineer. I knew the balance he wanted, was able to adjust 
the car and off he went.” 

With the P160, Yardley backing, the refined V12 and Jo Siffert >> 


Mike Spence heading for 
» retirement in 1967 US GP 
) with unloved H16 P83 
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BRM’S ROAD 
TO THE 
DOUBLE 
CROWN 


The 1962 season wasallabout 
Graham Hilland BRM versus Jim 
Clarkand Lotus. Hilltooka couple 
ofnon-championship wins early in 
the year, but Lotusshowedits true 
hand whenthemonocoque25 
rolled out for the first points-paying round at Zandvoortin May. 

Clark duly led the early stages of the Dutch Grand Prix but soon hit 
clutch trouble. Hillswept by totake his first GP win from Trevor Taylor, 
whowas inthe suddenly outdated Lotus 24. 

Both Clark and Hill were out of luck at Monaco. Clarktook his first 
pole and recovered from apoorstartto chase Hill before another clutch 
failure struck. Hill was on course forvictory when his engine failed, 
leaving Bruce McLaren’s Coopertowin. 

Hilltook adominant pole at Spa while Clark suffered a torrid practice, 
butthe Lotus took control of the GP to get offthe mark, with Hill second. 

Clarkwas fastestin practice in France, Hill seemed quicker inthe race 
and both led prior to hitting trouble. Dan Gurney won for Porsche, butit 
would bethe last victory for anyone otherthan the twotitle protagonists. 

Clarkled the British GP throughout, in astyle that would become 
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TITLE WINNER 


MODEL P57 (578) 
DESIGNER Tony Rudd 
CHASSIS Spaceframe 

ENGINE BRM P56 1498cc V8 
POWER 185-190bhp 
TYRES Dunlop 

WINS 6 (4 1962; 2 1963) 


= 
Friendly rivals: 
Clark and Hill 
dominated 1962 1962 FINAL STANDINGS TOP 6 
Figures in brackets are total points, ignoring dropped scores 
DRIVERS BE CONSTRUCTORS 
POS DRIVER POINTS POS TEAM POINTS 
1 GrahamHill 42 (52) 1 BRM 42 (56) 
2 JimClark 30 2 Lotus 36 (38) 
familiar, while Hillstruggled to adistant fourth. Both putin performances 
tostand among their greatest at a wet Nurburgring nexttime out. Hill See cares autes) zea CopRes a7let) 
brilliantly defeated Lola’s John Surtees and Gurney to win as Clark 4 John Surtees 19 4 Lola 19 
stormed to fourth after forgetting to turn on his fuel pumps atthe start. 5 DanGurney 15 6” Porsche 18 (19) 
One of BRM’smilestone days came at Monza. Clark beat Hillto ae . 
pole by just 0.03 seconds, butthe BRM V8 stormed into the lead on oe a o Psa a 
lap oneand headed off into the distance. Clarksoon pitted with 
gearboxissues and Richie Ginthercompleted a BRM 1-2. MAJOR STATS 
Clarkneeded to winat Watkins Glen to keep his hopes aliveand took DRIVER (TERM) hn A the Sc a tld i 
his fifth pole ofthe season. The Scot led, lostthe lead to Hillin traffic, Graham Hill (BRM) 4 1 3 
then grabbed it back. Hill chased to the end asthe pair lappedthefield. Jim Clark (Lotus) 3 6 5 
Clark had the edgein the South African GP finale, Hilllackingthe pace 
he needed. Clark would have beenaworthy champion, butan oilleak Dan Gurney (Porsche) : : 0 g 
denied him. Given BRM’s years of reliability struggles and Hill’s 1962 BruceMcLaren(Cooper) 1 0 1 
performances, it’s fairto say that they were also deservingchampions. pa eee , i ; = 
To underline the leading duo’s domination, they led all but36 laps phnsursses oe a 


ofthechampionship’s 624. Hillled 321 (51%) and Clark 267 (43%). 
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Race With Us in 2023 
C1 Endurance Series 


Individual seats, arrive and drive, or full car hire 
Single event or full season options 
Professional, competitive and well presented cars, team and setup 
Driver coaching and data analysis 
Dedicated car support crews 
Light hospitality 


www.RABsport.co.uk 
+44(0)7742214106 


2023 Events 
Test and Taster day- Anglese 
Silverstone GP - 4hrs 
Oulton Park GP - 3.5hrs 
Silverstone GP 24hrs 
Donington Park Nat - 3hrs 
Snetterton 300 - 5hrs 
Brands Hatch Indy - 3hrs 
Pembrey - 2x6hrs 
Snetterton 300 - 2x3hrs 
Race of Remembrance 
(Anglesey Int) - 12hrs 
Portimao (Algarve) - 24hrs 
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THE BRM STORY 


joining Rodriguez, 1971 was BRM’s 
best season since the heady days of 
the 1500cc era. A frustratingly small 
problem — “I didn’t realise mounting 
the coil on the rollover bar meant there 
was a vibration that broke the internals 
of the coil,” admits Southgate — cost 
points early on, but Rodriguez was still in 
the hunt for second in the standings when 
he was killed in a sportscar race in July. 
Siffert immediately stepped up, 
winning the Austrian GP from pole. 
Southgate believes that Siffert could also 
have won the Italian GP the following 
month but for a gearbox issue. Peter 
Gethin, who did win the Monza race for 
BRM, said the same before he died in 2011. 
Siffert’s second in the United States GP 
finale secured BRM runner-up spot in the 
standings, while the Swiss was fifth in the 
drivers’ table behind Tyrrell’s runaway 
champion Stewart. Despite the 
momentum — and Marlboro backing 
arriving for 1972 — BRM now started 
its last downward swing. 
“The V12 was meant to bea sportscar 


Rodriguez leads Amon 


& 


engine but in F1 of course you needed Be ‘ 
more revs and more power, and things es Bae 


started to get marginal,” reckons 

Southgate, who tried to get radical with the 

Pi80 but moved the weight distribution too far back.“By 1972 
it was struggling because the DFV was developing and we were 
just trying to keep the V12s going.” 

There were other issues. As well as losing Siffert toa crashin 
the Brands Hatch Victory Race at the end of 1971, Stanley had 
become keen on other projects and running lots of cars — up 
to five at some events. It spread resources too thin, as did 
various other projects outside of racing. 

“They were trying to do too muchall the time,” says Rick Hall, 
who joined in 1972, chiefly working on the engines. “Instead of running 
one or two cars, it was all this running three or five cars with Stanley. 
There were 110 guys making everything. If we’d had one car and 
atest car... We needed some time, we were always firefighting. 

“Tt was fine for the commercial set-up but it drained resources 
of the racing team, there weren’t enough people, then quality 
goes down and the budget was disappearing. It got a bit crazy.” 

Nevertheless, the P160B and Jean-Pierre Beltoise gave BRM 
one last world championship win at the 1972 Monaco GP, the 
Frenchman putting in a masterful wet-weather performance 
to beat Ferrari’s Jacky Ickx. “He was superb, he didn’t put a foot 
wrong,’ remembers Southgate.“Around there the V12 was a very 
flexible engine, smooth, which could have been an advantage.” 
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= = - 
ie Stanley flank Southgate ™@ 


and Rodriguez == bd ie 


on way to breakthrough 
“§ win in 1970 Belgian GP 


a 
oh 


= 


| WELSH RALLY CLUB RACING INDY QUALIFICATION 
4 . 


It wasn’t enough to stop Southgate 
leaving and BRM slumping to seventh 
in the constructors’ table, which it 
repeated in 1973 despite the impressive 
Beltoise being joined by Niki Lauda and 
Clay Regazzoni. Even then, ploughing 
its own furrow and being innovative 
remained in the BRM DNA. Hall recalls 
attempts to operate throttle slides 
and metering unit cam withelectrics, 
decades before the true arrival of fly-by-wire. 

The P160 was eventually replaced by the Mike Pilbeam-designed 
P201, and Beltoise took BRM’s 61st and final world championship 
podium with second onits debut in the 1974 South African GP, but it 
was a false dawn. The team was only heading one way and the Owen 
support ceased at the end of the season. Stanley tried to carry on, 
the squad running under the‘Stanley BRM’ banner before finally 
petering out witha string of failures to qualify in 1977. 

Nevertheless, many of those who worked at BRM are glad they 
did.“BRM was the team to go to for my first F1 season because it 
had a great designer and a great gearbox man,” enthuses Howden 
Ganley, who started 19 GPs for BRM across 1971-72.“It was a 
lucky break and Tim Parnell gave me some good advice. 

“The P153 was a relatively easy car to drive. The P160 was quicker 
but a bit more of a knife-edge car. It was really good on the high-speed 
circuits, such as the Osterreichring and Monza. At ‘Mickey Mouse’ 
circuits it wasn’t so good. 

“At the end of 1972 the P180 was the best of the three, but when 
Tony left Big Lou canned it. There were money issues and they 
really needed to build anew engine, but I absolutely have fond 
memories of BRM. It was areally friendly team.” 

It’s also one that stayed true to its roots (for better or worse), 
embodied much of the motorsport spirit of pushing the limits 
(for better or worse!), and achieved the original goal set out by 
Mays and Berthon in the 1940s. And it played its part in the 
rise of the British motorsport industry. 

But the last word goes to Salmon, who worked at BRM fora 
decade and a half.“I didn’t realise what we’d done until recently,” 
says the emotional 97-year-old.“It was fun and I’m very proud.” 4¥ 


8 DECEMBER 2022 AUTOSPORT.COM 31 


BRM SPECIAL 


TOP 10 


BRM F1 DRIVERS 


Here’s our pick of the best drivers across the 


history of Britain’s first major Formula 1 team 


PETER 
GETHIN 


Gethin was already a multiple Formula 5000 
champion when he joined BRM from McLaren 
partway through 1971. His third race for the 
team was the Italian Grand Prix, which 


JO 
BONNIER 


BRM years 1957-60 
BRM starts 24 
BRM wins 1 


Though not of the first rank, Bonnier was 
a solid performer and will always have 

a place in BRM history as the driver who 
gave the team its long-awaited maiden 
world championship GP victory. 

Bonnier first raced for BRM at the end 
of 1957, and did so again at the close of 
1958 before a full campaign the following 
season. Reliability was still a problem, but 
the front-engined P25 was competitive. 


After extensive testing at Zandvoort, BRM 


was ready for the Dutch GP. Bonnier took 
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BRM years 1971-73 
BRM starts 23 
BRM wins 2 


became one of F1’s most famous events. 

After losing the leading pack early on, Gethin 
worked himself back into slipstreaming range of 
the battle for victory. He then won a remarkable 


BRM’s first world championship pole, just ahead 
of the Coopers of Jack Brabham and Stirling 
Moss. Bonnier was always in contention and, 
when the early challenge of Masten Gregory’s 
Cooper faded and a late charge by Moss ended 
with transmission failure, the BRM came home 
to win, 14.2 seconds clear of Brabham. 

“He had never been out of first or second 
place and never made a mistake,” said BRM 
co-founder Raymond Mays in BRM, written with 
Peter Roberts. “This victory meant so much, all 
the world to [designer] Peter Berthon and me.” 


Stats include championship and non-championship races 


drag race to beat Ronnie Peterson’s March to the 
line by 0.01 seconds as 0.61s covered the top five. 
Gethin averaged a then-record 150.76mph. 

The rest of Gethin’s time at BRM was more 
troubled as the team lost competitiveness with 
its ageing V12 engines. He did, however, win the 
non-championship 1971 Victory Race at Brands 
Hatch, a contest shortened by the fatal crash 
of his team-mate Jo Siffert. 


Bonnier would score only once more 
during the season, with fifth at the German 
GP, but his 10 points helped BRM to third 
in the constructors’ table. 

Bonnier stayed for 1960, as BRM went 
rear-engined with the P25-based P48, 
and was joined by Graham Hill and Dan 
Gurney. Predictably, they proved quicker 
but continued reliability problems meant 
Gurney scored no points, while Bonnier 
managed a fair of fifth places as BRM finished 
fourth in the constructors’ championship. 


JEAN-PIERRE 


S BELTOISE 


Beltoise’s main reason for being on this list is 

that he scored BRM’s last world championship GP 

success — and it was one of the finest in the team’s 

history. The Frenchman’s dominant performance 

in the wet 1972 Monaco GP makes him one of 

the greatest one-hit wonders in motorsport. 
Beltoise joined BRM just as it began fading 

for the final time, despite Marlboro sponsorship. 

The Tony Southgate-designed P180 was not a 

success, and the V12 started to be left behind 

by the constantly developing Cosworth DFV. 
Aside from his Monaco success, Beltoise failed to 


JUAN MANUEL 


6 FANGIO 


The ambitious and complex V16 had a tumultuous 
life and didn’t achieve its aim. BRM nevertheless 
never took up the F2 challenge and continued with 
the 1.5-litre P15, entering it in non-championship 
F1 and Formula Libre races. And Raymond Mays 
managed to get 1951 world champion Fangio 

to come and test the machine his team had 
worked on for so long. 

After an off, Fangio lapped the Folkingham 
test track faster than the V16 had gone before 
and agreed to race it. “Fangio was the first man 
who was complete master of it,” said Mays in BRM. 

Fangio and team-mate Jose Froilan Gonzalez 
led the early stages of the 1952 Albi GP before 
both succumbed to engine issues. And it was a 
similar story in the Ulster Trophy at Dundrod, 
but more was to come. 

Rubery Owen had bought BRM from the 
original Trust ahead of the 1953 season. Alfred 
Owen had been a key supporter of the project 
since its earliest days and when he took control 
it revitalised the outfit. And another boost 
came at the 1953 Albi GP. 


BRM years 1972-74 
BRM starts 45 
BRM wins 2 


score any more points in 1972, though he was 
second in the Silverstone International Trophy 

and won the Brands Hatch Victory race, both 
non-championship events. During his tenure, 
Beltoise tended to lead the line when BRM rana 
bewildering number of drivers and up to five cars in 
some races. “Beltoise was good,” recalls Southgate. 
“Good feedback and lovely to work with.” 

He was a more consistent points threat in 1973 in 
the P160E, outscoring new team-mates Niki Lauda 
and Clay Regazzoni, before taking BRM’s final 
podium in the 1974 South African GP with the P201. 


RICHIE 


Uf GINTHER 


Although there were no wins, Ginther scored 
nine world championship podiums for BRM 
(and another two in non-championship events), 
a tally bettered only by Graham Hill. 

Ginther joined the team from Ferrari just as 
BRM’s new V8 helped lift it to the front of 1500cc 
F1. Ginther had a more troubled season than title 
contender Hill, but was part of BRM’s first world 
championship 1-2 on a famous day at Monza. 

The proven P57 and Ginther’s mechanical 
sympathy helped produce an incredibly 


BRM years 1952-53 
BRM starts 6 
BRM wins 0 


The V16 had by now taken some minor 
successes, but it had still to prove itself against the 
best F1 opposition. At Albi, where separate heats 
for F1 and F2 cars produced a combined grid for 
the main race, BRM had a rare chance because 
Ferrari entered a 375 for Alberto Ascari, then on his 
way to a world title double. Giuseppe Farina was 
also present in the Ferrari-based Thin Wall Special, 
so all three world champions were present. 

Fangio beat Ascari to pole for their heat, with 
the BRMs of Gonzalez and Ken Wharton next and 
Farina fifth. Fangio narrowly beat Ascari into 
the first corner and was still leading a frantic 
race when the Ferrari cried enough. 

Fangio won his heat and, with both Ascari 
and Farina out, BRM looked set to dominate the 
final. But the rubber wasn’t up to the prodigious 
power of the 500+bhp V16 and all three cars 
suffered tyre failures. Only Gonzalez was able to 
finish - in second behind Louis Rosier’s Ferrari - 
but Fangio had proved that the V16 could take 
on the best in the world. 

Fangio, who would reportedly go on to call 


BRM years 1962-64 
BRM starts 41 
BRM wins 0 


consistent 1963 campaign. The American 
scored points in eight of the 10 races, 
including five podiums, and finished 
third in the standings behind Lotus’s 
runaway champion Jim Clark and Hill. 

Ginther suffered a difficult 1964, but 
managed two more runner-up spots in 
the fine P261. Ginther left to join Honda 
for 1965, after helping BRM to first and 
two seconds in the constructors’ table 
during his three seasons there. 
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the BRM “the most fabulous car | have ever 
driven”, raced the V16 three more times. He 
never managed a win - as Gonzalez, Reg Parnell, 
Wharton and later Peter Collins did - but Fangio 
was the one who proved it on the biggest stage 
and his endorsement meant the most. 
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MARTHA 


BRM years 1957-58 
BRM starts 15 
BRM wins 2 


BRM was at a low ebb in 1957. Mike 
Hawthorn and Tony Brooks had both left 
following poor reliability and crashes, the 
P25 not yet having fulfilled its potential. 
Behra, who had established himself as a 
top driver at Gordini and Maserati, then drove 
a P25 at the Caen GP. It wasn’t the strongest 
field, but Behra’s victory from pole was an 


PEDRO 
RODRIGUEZ 


3 


Rodriguez’s first stint at BRM in 1968 was 
solid. He scored three podiums and starred 
in the wet French GP. But it is his second 
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JO 


3 SIFFERT 


Siffert joined BRM for 1971 and largely played 
second fiddle to team-mate Pedro Rodriguez. 
Frustrating problems, including ignition coil 
issues, denied both drivers strong results in the 
early part of the season. Then BRM lost Rodriguez 
to a fatal crash in a Ferrari at a Norisring Interserie 
race in July, and Siffert became team leader. 
“After losing Pedro, when Jo took over he 
instantly went quicker,” reckons Tony Southgate, 
designer of the 1971 P160. “I don’t know why.” 
The Swiss sensationally won the Austrian GP 
from pole, heading Jackie Stewart in the early 
stages and coping with a slow puncture late on. 
He probably would have won next time out at 
Monza had it not been for an issue with the 


enormous boost for BRM, and the Frenchman 
followed it up by leading a team 1-2-3 in the 
BRDC International Trophy at Silverstone. 

“He lived, talked, dreamed and thought motor 
cars,” recounted Raymond Mays. “Wherever we 
were, whatever the occasion, he did nothing but 
talk about how we could improve the car. He was 
full of enthusiasm for the firm whose car he was 
driving. Caen might not have been a grande epreuve 
but to us it was a triumph. After two years the four- 
cylinder car had found success at last. A new spirit 
swept through the whole Bourne organisation.” 

Behra joined full time in 1958, leading the early 
stages of the Monaco GP and finishing third in the 
Dutch round, albeit behind team-mate Harry Schell 
thanks to an ignition fault. Sadly, unreliability 
restricted Behra to just one more points finish 


BRM years 1968, 1969*, 1970-71 
BRM starts 41 
BRM wins 2 


* privateer entries 


period with the team that gets him this 
high on our list. 
BRM had suffered a difficult 1969 season, 


BRM years 1971 
BRM starts 15 
BRM wins il 


gearbox, normally a BRM strong point. 

Siffert’s second place at the season-closing 
United States GP meant BRM pipped Ferrari to 
runner-up in the constructors’ championship, 
and the 35-year-old took a career-best fifth 
in the drivers’ table. 

Sadly, there was still one more F1 event on the 
schedule, the non-championship Victory Race at 
Brands Hatch. Siffert qualified on pole and was 
recovering from a bad start when a mysterious 
failure - different theories persist - pitched him 
into the barriers approaching Hawthorn. Siffert, 
trapped in the car, perished in the subsequent 
inferno, and BRM lost its second lead driver 
in less than four months. 


for the rest of the campaign. 

He left to join Ferrari but it was a 
tumultuous relationship that broke down 
mid-season. Behra was well-liked at BRM 
and it’s quite possible he would have found 
his way back to Bourne for 1960 had he not 
been killed in an Avus crash while driving 
his own Porsche sportscar. 


resulting in several changes that included Tony 
Southgate joining. He penned the P153 and, 
though reliability remained poor, it launched 
BRM back up the grid. 

Rodriguez gave BRM its first win in four years 
with a brilliant drive at the Belgian GP, holding off 
Chris Amon’s March throughout. He then scored 
points in four of the final five races, and only lost 
victory at Watkins Glen due to a splash-and-dash 
in the closing stages. 

Joined by Jo Siffert in 1971, Rodriguez 
remained the lead driver in what was now 
once again a top F1 team, armed with BRM’s 
last great car, the P160. Rodriguez won the 
non-championship Spring Trophy at Oulton 
Park and took a superb second in the wet 
Dutch GP after a duel with Jacky Ickx’s Ferrari. 

Despite losing a probable second in the 
French GP thanks to a coil failure, Rodriguez 
was still in contention for runner-up in the 
championship as the halfway mark approach. 
Except the Mexican would never start another 
GP, suffering fatal injuries at an Interserie race on 
a rare weekend not on duty for BRM or Porsche. 


JACKIE 
STEWART 


BRM years 1965-67 
BRM starts 35 
BRM wins 3 


Eagle-eyed readers will note that we’ve 
swapped our second and third-placed 
drivers since the online version of this 
list appeared. We’re prepared to admit 
when we’re wrong. 

Reigning British F3 champion Stewart’s 
1965 season was one of the finest rookie 
campaigns in F1 history. The Scot won the 
non-championship BRDC International 
Trophy at Silverstone, his fourth start 
for BRM and fifth in F1, and scored 
four podiums from his first six world 
championship starts. His first GP victory 
came after a mistake by team-mate 
Graham Hill as the duo dominated the 
Italian GP and Stewart finished third in 
the standings, behind Jim Clark and Hill. 


After securing the 1966 Tasman title, ahead 
of Hill and Clark, Stewart won the Monaco GP. 
He was one of many to be caught out in an early 
downpour at the Belgian GP, suffering a crash 
that helped trigger his safety crusade and forced 
him to miss the subsequent French GP. Stewart 
nevertheless narrowly failed to pip Hill in the 
standings, and became team leader when the 
1962 world champion left to join Clark at Lotus. 

BRM was now in the middle of its H16 


x 
Ss) 
bE 
= 
—_l 
iw 
oO 
pray 
—! 
a 
3) 
n 


aberration and Stewart had his only winless 
F1 season in 1967. Even then, there were 
still starring moments, including finishing 
second at Spa (above) despite having to 
hold the car in gear. 

Stewart left to join Ken Tyrrell’s Matra 
operation in 1968. It’s true to say his impact 
at BRM was limited, but the inexperienced 
Scot still led the line and managed more wins 
than all but one of the drivers on this list. 


GRAHAM 
HILL 


If the Jim Clark-Lotus combination was the one 
to beat during the 1500cc F1 era, the Hill-BRM 
package was its most consistent rival. 

Hill joined BRM in 1960 and had two tricky 
seasons before the P57 and V8 engine were ready 
for 1962. The 1962 season became a duel between 
Hill and Clark, winning seven of the nine races 
between them. The Lotus 25 was usually the 
quicker, but the P57 was more reliable. When Clark 
suffered an oil leak in the South African finale, Hill 
swept by to take victory and the drivers’ title, 


BRM years 1960-66 
BRM starts 98 
BRM wins 14 


while BRM secured the constructors’ crown. 

Hill was limited to two wins in 1963 as Lotus 
and Clark dominated, but that was enough 
for the runner-up spot in both tables. 

Hill, Clark and Ferrari’s John Surtees were 
all in contention for the 1964 title. Each of them 
experienced their share of bad luck and the fight 
went down to the wire in Mexico. Given Clark’s 
late problems, Hill might have been champion 
had he not already been involved in a controversial 
collision with Lorenzo Bandini’s Ferrari. He is one 


of only two drivers to lose the drivers’ crown 
thanks to a dropped-scores rule, which put 
him on 39 instead of 41. Surtees scored 40... 

Hill had to play second fiddle to Clark again 
in 1965, when he was challenged by team-mate 
Jackie Stewart. Hill held off the rookie and scored 
arguably his greatest victory at Monaco, but could 
see BRM’s focus drifting in the wrong direction 
as the three-litre era began. 

There were no wins in 1966, and Hill left for 
Lotus to form a superteam with Clark the following 
year. Nevertheless, Hill’s record and fastidious 
approach to car set-up makes him the comfortable 
winner in this list. His 1962 title gave BRM the 
world-topping result for British industry it 
had been set up to achieve. 
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AWARDS 


—— DOING THE DOUBLE —— 


The second Awards ceremony staged in 2022 lauded this 


season's top performers, a special retiree and a US titan 


PHOTOGRAPHY 


he year 2022 willgo downas 

when the motorsport world got 

two forthe price of one: scarcely 

10 monthsafterthe staging ofthe 
2021 Autosport Awards, delayed until February 
inthe wake of COVID, the latest edition was held 
atthe Grosvenor House Hotelin London’s Park 
Laneinitsnormalearly-December slot. 

Sky Sports F1 duo Natalie Pinkham and 
Naomi Schiff were on hosting duties asthe 
hordes gathered in the Great Room to celebrate 
an unforgettable year of motorsport. Red Bull 
luminaries Christian Hornerand Adrian Newey, 
the team principaland technical director 
respectively, were onhandasthe team’s RB18 
won Racing Car of the Year, while their world 
champion MaxVerstappen senta video message 
to thank Autosport readers for electinghim 
as International Racing Driver of the Year. 


motorsport 
IMAGES 


Two ofthe stars whowere hailed with 
special awards were retiring four-time world 
champion Sebastian Vettel and American racing 
legend Roger Penske. Vettel was presented with 
the long-standing Gregor GrantAward, but sadly 
shied away from one of hisfamed impressions 
-credit to the comedian onthe floor who called 
out fora Frank Spencer attempt. 

Itwas amoving ceremony when Sir Jackie 
Stewart presented his old friend Penske with 
the Gold Medal, flanked by Gil de Ferran 
and Josef Newgarden. Itwas one of 
those great Awards moments. 


For us in Europe he’s the 
perfect example of what we 
should be doing in the future 


Sir Jackie Stewart on Roger Penske 
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Beosound Theatre 


THE WINNERS 


PRESENTED BY 


——OlP Wille WEAR 


Max Verstappen 


Max Verstappen’s dominant 2022 Formula 1 Christian Horner (right) picked up the Award, 
campaign resulted in yet another gong to go which is presented by Pirelli, for Verstappen. 
with his second world title and record-setting Although Max secured the 2022 title with four 
15 grand prix wins when the Dutchman was races to spare, his campaign didn’t get off to a 
voted International Racing Driver of the Year. smooth start when he retired in two of the first 


three races, which were won by his title rival 
Charles Leclerc. In a video message broadcast 
to the event attendees on Sunday night, 
Verstappen praised the hard work of 

his Red Bull squad - including many staff 
attending the Awards - for successfully 
changing the course of their season. 

“A big thank you to all the fans for voting for 
me for the second time in a row. We managed 
to turn [the season] around pretty quickly, 
so of course | have to thank the team for that. 
Incredibly grateful for all the contributions 

by them, and once again thank you 
very much for voting.” 


RED BULL 


A big thank you to all the 
fans for voting for me for 


the second time in a row 
Max Verstappen 


1982 Keke Rosberg 2002 Michael 
1983 Nelson Piquet Schumacher 
seth 1984 Niki Lauda 2003 Juan Pablo 
Reid Bult ' 1985 Alain Prost Montoya 
1986 Nigel Mansell 2004 Jenson Button 
1987 Nigel Mansell 2005 Kimi Raikkonen 
1988 Ayrton Senna 2006 Fernando 
1989 Jean Alesi Alonso 
[TTAG| tide 1990 Ayrton Senna 2007 Lewis Hamilton 
C$ RAUCH | > 1991 Ayrton Senna 2008 Lewis Hamilton 
Hdd ’ 1992 Nigel Mansell 2009 Jenson Button 
rites 1993 Nigel Mansell 2010 Sebastian Vettel 
HH t 1994 Damon Hill 2011 Sebastian Vettel 
i] BYB IT \ 1995 Michae 2012 Sebastian Vettel 
M bi he ; Schumacher 2013 Sebastian Vettel 
: 1996 Damon Hill 2014 Lewis Hamilton 
1997 Jacques 2015 Lewis Hamilton 
Villeneuve 2016 Nico Rosberg 
1998 Mika Hakkinen 2017 Lewis Hamilton 
1999 Mika Hakkinen 2018 Lewis Hamilton 
2000 Michael 2019 Lewis Hamilton 
Schumacher 2020 Lewis Hamilton 
2001 Michael 2021 Max Verstappen 
Schumacher 
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— AWARD 


Sebastian Vettel 


Sebastian Vettel was presented 
with the Gregor Grant Lifetime 
Achievement Award to a standing 
ovation at Grosvenor House on 
Sunday night. After a glittering 
career, he retired at last month’s 
Formula 1 season finale in Abu 
Dhabi, having once dominated 
on-track with four consecutive 
world titles to establish himself 
as one of the all-time greats. 
Vettel was honoured with 
a montage showing his best 
moments in F1 both on and 
off-track. He became established 
in recent years as one of the 
paddock’s leading voices 
regarding important social issues 
such as environmentalism 
and equal rights. 


It’s very special. It’s more than a trophy. 
Obviously I’ve been around for a while, 
but maybe not quite a lifetime yet! 


Sebastian Vettel 


THE WINNERS 


The outgoing Aston Martin 
F1 driver was enlisted with 
announcing the winner of the 
Aston Martin Autosport BRDC 
Award at the end of the evening, 
as well as lodging the winning 
bid for a sidepod from one of 
his own cars to raise thousands 
of pounds for the Grand Prix 
Trust. Vettel also busted out an 
impression of Carlos Sainz, 11 
years on from his infamous 
mimicry of Kimi Raikkonen. 

At Vettel’s request, the 
award was presented by a 
journalist from Autosport, 
represented by F1 
Reporter Luke Smith. 
Vettel joked: “It’s the first 
trophy I’ve got this year!” 


8 DECEMBER 2022 AUTOSPORT.COM 41 


THE WINNERS 


LyA- 


(OIF Walle VWIE/A IR 
Lewis Hamilton 


Lewis Hamilton was named 
British Competition Driver of the 
Year for the first time since 2018, 
ending Lando Norris’s run of 
award wins. Voted for by the fans, 
the seven-time F1 world champion 
was eligible since he was not 
shortlisted for International Driver 
of the Year. Hamilton won the 
award ahead of Norris, Mercedes 
team-mate George Russell and 
IMSA champion Tom Blomavist. 
Although 2022 proved to be 
Hamilton’s first winless season 
in F1, he was key to helping 
Mercedes understand the 
issues with its W13 and get it 
into contention against Red Bull 
and Ferrari come the end of the 
season. Hamilton scored nine 
podiums and came close to 


Netherlands, before coming home 
behind Russell for Mercedes’ 
breakthrough 1-2 in Brazil. 

“ve known Autosport for a 
long, long time; | remember being 
there in 1995 for my first time, and 


| don’t know 
how we continue to 
produce such great 
drivers in the UK 


Lewis Hamilton 


| just wanted to say a huge thank 
you to everyone who voted for 
me. There are some amazingly 
talented drivers, great British 
drivers. | don’t know how we 
continue to produce such great 
drivers in the UK, but I’m really 


victory in Hungary and the proud to be a part of it.” 
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== OF THE YEAR 


Red Bull RB18 


Courtesy of an astonishing 17 
grand prix wins and two sprint 
race triumphs, the Red Bull RB18 
landed the International Racing 
Car of the Year Award presented 
by Blink Experience. 

For its success at the dawn 
of Formula 1’s second ground- 
effects era, the RB18 trumped 
its Ferrari F1-75 nemesis, plus 
the Formula E title-winning 
Mercedes-EQ Silver Arrow 02 
and BMW M4 GT3 challenger. 

A delegation of Red Bull 
engineers visited the stage to 
accept the award, including chief a | 
technology officer Adrian Newey. 
The aerodynamic ace said: “To 
come out with a car that responded 
to the regulation changes to have 
a great season feels very special. 
Porpoising is an old problem. 
Perhaps having been there [in 
the 1980s] helped me a little bit 
in how | guided the team.” 


BLINK EXPERIENCE 
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Tom Ingram 
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There were enough British 
Touring Car Championship 
stars at the Awards for the 
TOCA technical team to be 
keeping a wary eye on how 
they were self-ballasting 
over the course of dinner 

- or were they hybrid 
boosting themselves? 


Three of them were up for 
National Racing Driver of the 
Year, and it was 2022 BTCC 
king Tom Ingram who got 
your vote over main rivals 
Ash Sutton and Jake Hill, 
and British F4 champion 
Alex Dunne. Fittingly, he was 
presented with the accolade 
by Jason Plato, one of his 
predecessors as champion 
and National Driver gong 
winner - and who mentored 
the young Ingram a decade 


ago through his KX Akademy. 


Just reward for Ingram’s 
superb season in the 

Excelr8 Motorsport 
Hyundai. 


— OF THE YEAR 


Saudi Arabian 
Motor Federation 


The organiser of Formula 1’s 
Saudi Arabian Grand Prix, 
Extreme E and Formula E races 
has claimed the Promoter 
Award, presented by 
Motorsport UK chief 

David Richards. 

After hosting its first 
international circuit racing 
event with Formula E races 
at the Diriyah venue on the 
outskirts of Riyadh, Saudi 
Arabia has since added 
Extreme E events near the 
city of AlUla prior to bringing 
Formula 1 to the Jeddah 
Corniche Circuit in 2021. 

“We're very honoured 
and pleased to receive this 
award,” said Saudi Arabian 
Motor Federation chief 
Prince Khalid Bin Sultan 
Al Faisal. “The team we had 
working with this project, 
and their dedication and their 
enthusiasm, along with their 
passion about delivering this 
event on time - and not just a 
normal event, an amazing race 
- is all thanks to their efforts.” 
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— AWARD 
Roger Penske 


Roger Penske was presented at the Awards 
with the Autosport Gold Medal for over 60 
years of service to motorsport. Penske was 
honoured by a cast of Team Penske personnel 
past and present, including ex-managing 
director Nick Goozee, double CART champion 
Gil de Ferran, and two-time IndyCar title 

winner Josef Newgarden. 

Aracer in his own right during the 1960s, the 
Ohio native set up his eponymous team in 1965 
along with other business interests. As a team 
owner, Penske has overseen 18 Indianapolis 500 
victories, three Daytona 500 wins and multiple 
championship successes. His company Penske 
Entertainment has since taken ownership of the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway and the IndyCar 
Series, and in 2022 Team Penske drivers Will 
Power and Joey Logano took the IndyCar 
and NASCAR Cup titles respectively. 

“To see the people that were here tonight, the 
winners and leaders in the sport, to be part of 
that is a real honour,” said Penske. “This gold 
medal here will be right in a very important 
part in my office. | think, ‘How can [2023] be 
any better?’ But we’ve just got to do it again.” 
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It’s special to come 
back to the UK; building 
Penske cars in Dorset 


led us to success 
Roger Penske 
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Kalle Rovanpera 


World Rally Championship 
sensation Kalle Rovanpera 
ended his history-making 
season by adding the 
Autosport International Rally 
Driver of the Year Award. 

The 22-year-old claimed 
a maiden WRC title in 2022, 
becoming the youngest world 
champion. The run to the title 
smashed the previous record 
set by Colin McRae, who won 
the title in 1995, aged 27. 

Rovanpera, son of former WRC 
event winner Harri Rovanpera, 


LA 


produced a dominant run to 
the championship in only his 
third season in the top flight. 
The Toyota driver scored six 
victories and claimed 70 stage 
wins from the 13 rallies. 

Autosport readers voted the 
Finn the top rally driver of 2022, 
ahead of Hyundai’s Ott Tanak 
and Thierry Neuville, and 
M-Sport’s Sebastien Loeb. 

It is the first time Rovanpera 
has won the honour. 

“We have had such a good 
season, then a few difficult rallies 
and now finally we could do it,” 
said Rovanpera. “I want to say 
a big thanks to the team who 
made such a fast and reliable car 
for this season, which meant we 
could just enjoy the driving.” 


| don’t think about 
the age too much but 
it’s still special to 
know we could 


achieve this 
Kalle Rovanpera 


REDBULL 
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Zhou Guanyu 


Zhou Guanyu won Rookie of the 
Year after an impressive maiden 
season in Formula 1 with Alfa 
Romeo. Zhou saw off competition 
from IndyCar’s Christian 
Lundgaard, Formula 2 race winner 
Logan Sargeant and Toyota WEC 
driver Ryo Hirakawa to pick up 
the gong, capping a successful 
year for the Chinese driver. 

He scored a point on his debut 
in Bahrain and ended the year 
consistently challenging team- 
mate Valtteri Bottas across the 
garage. Zhou also escaped one of 
the most dramatic crashes in F1 
this year when his car flipped at 


I’m so honoured 
to be accepting this 
award. Coming in 
as a rookie, it was 
always going to be 
a tricky year 
Zhou Guanyu 


the start of the British Grand Prix 

and ended up behind a tyre wall, 

before he walked away unscathed. 
Zhou follows in the footsteps 

of Oscar Piastri, Alex Albon and 

Charles Leclerc in winning 

the rookie award. 


Heineken y'>-90 


PRESENTED BY 


— OF THE YEAR 


Russell’s first GP win 


Three weeks on from crossing the 
line amid emotional scenes ahead 
of Mercedes team-mate Lewis 
Hamilton, George Russell’s first 
Formula 1 victory, in the 2022 Sao 
Paulo Grand Prix, was rewarded 
with the Moment of the Year prize. 
By claiming his first F1 win, 
Russell also became the third 
winner of what was previously 
titled the McLaren Autosport 
BRDC Award to go on to achieve 
such success at the pinnacle of 
motorsport - after David Coulthard 
and Jenson Button. Coulthard 
presented Russell with his award. 
Russell’s victory in Brazil capped 


Winning my first F1 race was an incredible 
moment - something you dream of as a kid 


George Russell 


—A0HP Winlls VLE/NIK 


Toyota GR Yaris Rally1 


The car that guided Toyota to its 
sixth World Rally Championship 
manufacturers’ title was named 
the Autosport Rally Car of the Year. 
The GR Yaris was the class of 
the field as the WRC embraced 
new Rally1 hybrid regulations. It 
won seven of the 13 rallies on its 
way to delivering the drivers’ and 
co-drivers’ titles for Kalle Rovanpera 
and Jonne Halttunen. Eight-time 
world champion Sebastien Ogier’s 
run to victory at Rally Spain sealed 


THE WINNERS 


FyA 


BANG & OLUFSEN 


atough 
year for 
Mercedes after 
its W13 was badly off 
the pace in the early part 
of the season, and the 24- 
year-old hailed his team’s 
efforts across the year. 

He added: “Thank you 
very much to all of the 
Autosport readers for your 
support, and we'll continue 
to try and make the action 
on-track good to give you 
something good to read, 
something good to watch 
and continue supporting.” 


the manufacturers’ crown. 
Autosport readers voted the 
Yaris the best rally car of 2022, 
ahead of its WRC rivals the 
Ford Puma Rally1 and Hyundai 
i20 N Rally1, and the Dakar 
Rally-winning Toyota GR DKR 
Hilux. It is the fourth consecutive 
time Toyota has taken the Award. 
It was presented to Toyota’s 
Keiichi Kondo by Robert Reid, 2001 
WRC title-winning co-driver and 
FIA deputy president for sport. 
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PRESENTED BY 


——©F THE YEAR 
James Baldwin 


James Baldwin was the Esports 
Driver of the Year, presented by 
Motorsport Games. 

The 25-year-old was named 
the best sim racer of this season, 
ahead of Kevin Siggy, Enzo 
Bonito and last year’s winner 
Frederik Rasmussen. 

Veloce driver Baldwin has taken 
four separate championships 
this year - the Alpine Esports, 
Intercontinental GT Challenge 
Esports, GT World Challenge 


THE WINNERS 


LyA- 


Europe Esports and the FIA 
Motorsport Games Esports Cup. 
“It’s an absolute honour to 

win this award, with so much 
talent out there in sim racing, 
to be among the best in the 
world is crazy,” said Baldwin. 
“When | first got into sim racing 
five years ago, competing at the 
top level seemed impossible, 
but over time | started to 

figure it out. | can’t believe 

I’ve won this award.” 


Thank you to my 
team, Veloce and 


my team-mates 


James Baldwin 


motorsport 
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—# OF THE YEAR 
Team Redline 


Team Redline won the Autosport 
Esports Team of the Year. 

The sim racing veterans won the 
Award, presented by Motorsport 
Games, after a hugely successful 
year, winning both classes at 
Le Mans Virtual alongside other 
titles. They beat Veloce Esports, 
R8G Esports and Apex Racing to 
the award, decided by an expert 
judging panel. 

“We are incredibly honoured 
to receive this award, which is 


testament to the hard work and 
exceptional abilities we have in the 
team,” said Team Redline manager 
Dom Duhan. “The past year has 
been littered with incredible 
achievements, for instance winning 
both classes at Le Mans Virtual, 
Porsche Esports Supercup, Formula 
Pro, VCO events, the list goes on. 
“After starting out from my 
bedroom over 20 years ago, | could 
never in my wildest dreams have 
thought that we would be here!” 


After starting out from my bedroom over 
20 years ago, | could never have thought 


that we would be here! 
Dom Duhan 
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With new races and faces for 2023, 
where will you go? 


eette 


The countdown is now on for 2023 and with many races already on sale, scan the QR code to visit our 


website and secure your tickets before they sell out. For all other races, join our mailing list to receive on-sale 
7 notifications, offers, competitions and newsletters to put you on pole position for getting to races this season. 
[=] chick motorsporttickets.com/f1 
a 
motorsport 
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— AWARD 
Michael Preston 


The Autosport Williams Engineer Williams’s Esports squad, with 


of the Future Award returned applications for the 2023 

for the first time since 2019 - it process opening soon. 

could not be arranged during “It’s a massive privilege to be 

the COVID-19 pandemic - and in the same room as so many 

was presented to University incredible people in motorsport 

of Southampton engineering and to get an Award as well - SS 

graduate Michael Preston. everyone likes trophies, so it’s ! 
In 2022, Preston has been great! The main thing with Esports 

working with the Williams Esports is that it gives a level playing 

squad as a race engineer to its ground to absolutely 

drivers as they compete in the everybody because the 

official sim racing competitions cars and equipment is 


organised by Formula 1, NASCAR pretty much the same. 
and MotoGP, plus others including § Anengineer that 


the Le Mans Virtual Series. believes in their 
The Award has been revamped own ability can 

and will from now be bestowed come in and 

upon prospective engineers who make a tangible 


replicate Preston’s work with difference.” 


ENGINEER OF THE FUTURE 


An engineer that believes 
in their own ability can 
come in and make a 


tangible difference 
Michael Preston 
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— THANK YOU 


Aston Martin, Autosport and the BRDC gratefully 
acknowledge the support of the following 

Arai, Athletic Thinking, Beechdean Motorsport, 
Grand Prix Racewear, MotorSport Vision, Pirelli, 
Silverstone Circuit, TSL, Tysler & United Autosports 


The Aston Martin Autosport BRDC Award judging panel 
Dario Franchitti, Leena Gade, Andrew Kirkaldy, 

Jason Plato, Alexander Sims, lan Titchmarsh, 

Darren Turner, Kevin Turner, Mark Williams. 

Chairman of the judges Derek Warwick 
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— 2022 WINNER 


Luke Browning 


“| thought | had a chance but 
you never know until they read 
your name out - and you have 
to wait the whole night!” 

The Autosport Awards 
culminated with GB3 champion 
Luke Browning scooping the 2022 
Aston Martin Autosport BRDC 
Young Driver of the Year. With it, 
the 20-year-old won £200,000, a 
test in an Aston Martin Aramco 
Cognizant Formula 1 car, full 
British Racing Drivers’ Club 
membership, and an Arai helmet. 
And he received the Award from 
four-time F1 world champion 
Sebastian Vettel. 

“Seb’s been one of my idols 
since | was a kid, this truly is a 
childhood dream come true,” 
added Browning. “Looking at 
the people who have won it, right 
from David Coulthard in 1989, 


THE WINNERS AUTOSPORT AWARDS 
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ASTON MARTIN AUTOSPORT BRDC AWARD 


it’s amazing to be on that list.” 
Browning came out on top 
after impressing in the Silverstone 
tests, driving MotorSport Vision F2, 
United Autosports Ligier LMP3 
and Beechdean Motorsport 
Aston Martin GT3 machinery. 
“I felt like | got on top of the 
GT3 and LMP3 really quickly, 


66 What an insane 
achievement. Putting it 
into words is difficult 39 


and | nailed the new-tyre run in 
the dry in the F2,” said Browning. 
His 2023 programme is not yet 
set, but Browning believes he is 
a step closer now: “I think we’re 
looking into Europe. Hopefully 
with this opportunity I’d like 
to do F2 or F3.” 


THE AWARD 


Each year the Aston Martin Autosport 
BRDC Young Driver of the Year Award 
aims to find the best of rising British 
single-seater talent. 

Luke Browning is the 33rd winner 
of an Award that has been won by 
2009 Formula 1 world champion 
Jenson Button, 13-time grand prix 
victor David Coulthard, triple 
Indianapolis 500 winner Dario 
Franchitti, and current F1 stars 
George Russell and Lando Norris. 

Browning was given his trophies 
by retiring four-time world champion 
Sebastian Vettel, plus judges 
Franchitti and Autosport 
Chief Editor Kevin Turner. 


FERRARO 


OLLIE BEARMAN 

Age17 

Bearman took both the Italian 
and German F4 crowns in 2021 
before making the leap to FIA F3 
with Prema. He finished a close 
third and now steps up to F2. 


ROLL OF HONOUR ma 1 


1989 David Coulthard 
1990 Gareth Rees 
1991 Oliver Gavin 
1992 Dario Franchitti 
1993 Ralph Firman Jr 
1994 Jamie Davies 
1995 Jonny Kane 
1996 Darren Turner 
1997 Andrew Kirkaldy 
1998 Jenson Button 
1999 Gary Paffett 
2000 Ant Davidson 


2001 Steven Kane 
2002 Jamie Green 
2003 Alex Lloyd 
2004 Paul di Resta 
2005 Oliver Jarvis 
2006 Oliver Turvey 
2007 Stefan Wilson 
2008 Alexander Sims 
2009 Dean Smith 
2010 Lewis 
Williamson 
2011 Oliver Rowland 


2012 Ja 
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2013 Matt Parry 


2014 Ge 
2015 Wi 
2016 La 
2017 Da 
2018 To 
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JAMIE CHADWICK 
Age 24 
Chadwickdominated the all-female 
WSeriesin 2022, taking sixwins 
fromeightracesto secure her 

third crown. Shemovesto Indy 
Lights next year with Andretti. 


LOUIS FOSTER 


Age 19 


Foster madethesteptoAmerican 
racing for 2022 andwonseventimes 
totopthe Indy Pro 2000 standings. 
He graduates to Indy Lights with 
AndrettiAutosportfor 2023. 
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CHRISTMAS GIFT GUIDE 


Autosport’s top picks for what motorsport fans will want to find 


Christmas is the perfect time to 
sit down with a good book, and 
there’s no shortage of motorsport 
offerings in 2022. 

F1: The Pinnacle, written by Tony 
Dodgins and the late Simon Arron, is the 
perfect entry point for new motorsport 
fans but still provides an insightful and 
interesting read for those with a wealth 
of knowledge already. 

Want to know what drivers think 
about their fellow competitors? Philip 
Porter’s Drivers on Drivers recounts 
first-hand tales from those in the sport 
and what they make of their rivals, 


DRIVERS 
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PHILIP PORTER 
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wrapped under the tree on the big day 


featuring Stirling Moss, Lewis Hamilton, 
Jackie Stewart and dozens more. 

In 2022 the World Rally Championship 
celebrated 50 years since its inception, 
and McKlein has produced WRC 
50: The Story of the World Rally 
Championship. Containing stunning 
imagery and an account of every season, 
it’s a must for any bobble-hatter. 

Nine-time motorcycle world 


VALENTINO 


ROSSI 


ALL HIS RAM ) 
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Markus Stier 


champion Valentino Rossi stepped 
away from competitive two-wheel 
action at the end of 2021, and the 
Italian’s incredible career is charted 
in detail through Rossi: All his races, 
written by Mat Oxley. 

Up until this season Mercedes 
dominated in F1, but it’s not the only 


category in which the highly successful 


German manufacturer has competed, 
both as a manufacturer and engine 
supplier. Silver Arrows: A History 

of Mercedes-Benz Motorsport 

by Andrew Noakes tells of how the 
company came into creation and 

the lasting mark it’s left on the 

world of motorsport. 

And from across the pond, 50 First 
Victories, the work of Al Pearce and 
Mike Hembree, covers the NASCAR 
drivers who made it to the winners’ 
circle for the first time and the 
impact they had upon the sport. 


Silver Arrows 


Fl: THE PINNACLE 
RRP £36 
theworks.co.uk 


DRIVERS ON 
DRIVERS 

RRP £30 
porterpress.co.uk 


WRC 50: THE STORY 
OF THE WORLD RALLY 
CHAMPIONSHIP 

RRP £44 
rallyandracing.com 


ROSSI: ALL HIS RACES 
RRP £50 
evropublishing.com 


SILVER ARROWS: 
A HISTORY OF 
MERCEDES-BENZ 
MOTORSPORT 
RRP £25 
crowood.com 


50 FIRST VICTORIES 
RRP £30 
octanepress.com 


SUTTON/MOTORSPORT IMAGES 


EA SPORTS F1 22 MOTOGP 22 
RRP £59.99 | formulalgame.com RRP £59.99 | motogpvideogame.com 


No Christmas would be complete without the 

traditional family argument after a competitive 

element has been suggested. And what better 

way than proving who’s the fastest on a range of 

motorsport games for PC, PlayStation and Xbox... 
F1 2022 from EA Sports features the usual 


MotoGP - 2 


high-speed thrills with the current roster of 
drivers from both F1 and F2, and includes the 
new-for-2022 Miami International Autodrome as 
well as previous game modes from past editions. 
If two-wheel action is more up your street, 
then grab a copy of MotoGP22 or, if you prefer to 


WRC GENERATIONS 
RRP £39.99 | wrcthegame.com RRP £59.99 | gran-turismo.com 


CHRISTMAS GIFT GUIDE 


GRAN TURISMO 7 


slip and slide, the latest rally offering of 

WRC Generations is the perfect present. 
Exclusive to PlayStation users, 

Gran Turismo 7 puts players in the 

driving seat of hundreds of different 

cars on circuits worldwide. 


BINGHAM/MOTORSPORT IMAGES 


Fancy a trip to the Monaco Grand 
Prix to experience all the glitz and 
glamour, or being trackside in the 
Ardennes forest for the Belgium 
GP? How about watching a frenetic 
MotoGP battle at the Red Bull Ring? 
Motorsport Tickets is your go-to 
place for access to dozens of 
events across the globe for 2023. 


motorsport 
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McKLEIN 
RRP €49 
rallyandracing.com 


JEP 


RRP £14.95 
ebay.co.uk 


RING 
ALENDAR ee 


Breathtaking pictures from the World your preference, then look no further 
Rally Championship make up the McKlein _ than the latest offering from Jakob 


‘Wider View’ 2023 calendar, with two Ebrey Photography and the best 
images per month on the 95x48cm images from the British Touring Car 
format. If on-track tin-tops are more Championship with this A3 calendar. 


Everyone needs a mug. Whether it’s for tea, coffee or something 
stronger. There are some fantastic motorsport-themed choices 
from LegacyLegends on Etsy, not least a set of Ayrton Senna and 
Alain Prost examples from their time at McLaren and Williams. 
RetroClassic Clothing has a range of new T-shirts depicting 
legendary saloon racer and national racing character Gerry 
Marshall, including his Vauxhall Firenza ‘Old Nail’, Aston 
Martin DBR4 and Triumph Dolomite Sprint. 


LEGACYLEGENDS: 
Ayrton Senna 

& Alain Prost mugs 
RRP £17.95 
esty.com 


, c RETROCLASSIC: 
WAGHEY) . re Gerry Marshall T-shirts 
RRP £24 
retroclassicclothing.com 
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1980s GRAND PRIX RACE SET 


Ayrton Senna may have claimed three Formula 1 world titles with McLaren, but the Brazilian’s 
early years were spent winning for Lotus, and two of his iconic machines feature in a new 

set from Scalextric. Choose to race either a fearsome Lotus 98T, capable of producing 
more than 1000bhp during the 1986 season, or the 99T, which ran with active 
suspension for the 1987 campaign, on one of five layouts. 
RRP £159.99 | uk.scalextric.com : 


LOTUS @eeT VS LOTUS 


~ ‘ seine - ; 


The questtofindE in'snextstar,  ~ 


While the season review of the 2022 Formula 1 World Championship BTCC 2022 
might not be available until January, there are plenty of other SEASON REVIEW 
offerings from Duke Video. Tom Ingram came through all the thrills ate cn 
and spills of the British Touring Car Championship to claim the , 
title, and for an extra £3 you can own copy of this year’s season ISLE OF MAN TT 
review signed by the newly crowned champion. 2022 REVIEW 

Experience the awe-inspiring action from this year’s Isle of Agee eee) 

: ; ; , dukevideo.com 

Man TT, including an extra 43-minute documentary celebrating 


U 
HOW THE WEE AND 
WHC TITLES WERE WON 


30 years of the iconic Honda Fireblade. GRAND PRIX 

Still fancy a dose of F1 content this festive season? Then the HEROES 
Grand Prix Heroes collection could be the perfect gift, featuring P18 
10 programmes that cover legendary drivers from James Hunt 
and Niki Lauda to Mario Andretti and Ronnie Peterson. 


mld a Al AUURRUURR 


dukevideo.com 
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If you love racing... you'll love PRacetruck 


AKFS Atorse G f 


—_ _ 


SUD TAGETSWONNOLOIsSpOMaOGISUGS, 


Did you know that you can also unlock the equity from your classic car? 
Raising capital from your classic car is straightforward & flexible, allowing you to receive an agreed cash payment to use as you wish. 
Contact us today for an informal chat with our industry expert partners. 


Visit www.havequity.com Cail 01772 342678 


Holden duo 
give marque 
its send-off 


ADELAIDE (AUS) 
ROUND 13/13 


The Holden era came to a fitting end in 
Adelaide with wins for Walkinshaw driver 
Chaz Mostert and Triple Eight’s Broc Feeney. 
The weekend got off a sensational start 
when 2022 series champion Shane van 
Gisbergen qualified dead last due to a 
qualifying mistake for Saturday’s opener. 
Cam Waters took pole in his Tickford Ford, 
and for the longest time the race looked to be 
a straight fight between him and Scott Pye. 
That was until an awkwardly timed safety car 
turned it into a fuel race, with the rub of the 
strategic green going to Walkinshaw Andretti 
United pair Mostert and Nick Percat. 
Carrying the Holden Racing Team colours 
from 1990, the pair stormed to an emotional 
victory. Making it even more fitting was 


Mostert, third in 
points, leads the 
Saturday race 


that Percat is a proud South Australian 
whose grandfather and father both 
worked for Holden during its heyday. 
James Courtney rounded out the podium, 
another emotion-charged result given 
his six-week-old son underwent surgery 
a week earlier. Van Gisbergen finished 
20th after more mistakes in the race. 

On Sunday there was another remarkable 
result, with Triple Eight rookie Broc Feeney 


Herne champ, Fisichella fourth 


ADELAIDE (AUS) 
ROUND 2/2 


Nathan Herne won the S5000 Tasman 
Series title in dramatic fashion on the 
streets of Adelaide. 

The Garry Rogers Motorsport driver 
went into the second of two rounds with 
a comfortable lead after a clean sweep 
on the Gold Coast. He then put one 
hand on the trophy with victory 


Shades of 1994: Herne 
is champ after title- FF 
deciding Adelaide crash 


ahead of closest rival Joey Mawson 
in the opening Adelaide race. 

The title fight was then turned on 
its head in a controversial race two when, 
due to an officiating blunder, the field 
thought the race had started on the 
formation lap. That led to a delayed 
start that overheated Herne’s gearbox 
and this, combined with a brush with 
a wall, meant he limped around to 11th. 
Mawson won, cutting Herne’s lead to 
a single point and setting up a winner- 
takes-all finale on Sunday morning. 

The pair staged a thrilling battle in 
the early part of the race, which ended in 
tears when Mawson made a late decision 
to cover an already-committed Herne on 
the way into Turn 9. They clashed, which 
put Mawson out on the spot and sealed 
the title for Herne. Aaron Cameron 
went on to win that race. 

Giancarlo Fisichella, meanwhile, 
made a high-profile cameo, finishing 
fourth in race one. He was then on for 
third in race two before being ruled out 
by a broken lower wishbone. The Italian 
ex-Formula 1 star worked his way 
back to sixth in the final race. 
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IMAGES 


holding off Mostert to take his maiden 
victory. He did have a bit of luck, though, 
with a thrilling charge from van Gisbergen 
cut short by a drivethrough for a restart 
infringement. He ended up seventh after 
serving the penalty, with Anton De Pasquale 
rounding out the season with third place. 
The 2023 season, the first for the new 
Gen3 cars, kicks off in Newcastle in March. 


ADELAIDE (AUS) 

Race 1 Chaz Mostert 
Walkinshaw Andretti United 
(Holden Commodore) 

Race 2 Broc Feeney (below) 
Triple Eight (Holden Commodore) 


ADELAIDE (AUS) 
Race 1 Nathan Herne 
Garry Rogers Motorsport 
Race 2 Joey Mawson 
Team BRM 
Race 3 Aaron Cameron 
Garry Rogers Motorsport 
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RACE RADIO INSURANCE 


Professional Team Radio 
System For All Budgets 
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erformance and Tuning Parts RV.co. pig 


Leading performance brands online 
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RACE PARTS MOTORSPORT LEGAL ADVICE 


Passionate About Motorsport 
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www.jjcraceandrally.com 


TO ADVERTISE IN AUTOSPORT Julia Underdown 
a CLASSIFIEDS PLEASE CONTACT T: +44 (0)1233 228753 


OUR ADVERTISING SALES MANAGER E: julia@tandemmedia.co.uk 
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MOTORSPORT JOBS CLASSIFIEDS 


RACINGEDGE—_. 


Dealers, brokers, car clubs & more! 
We're on a mission to decentralize the future of the specialty car trade, 
giving community leaders a piece of the auto industry itself. 


Contact us today to learn more about how your business can plug-in 
to our Paddock Network of Buyers and Sellers. 
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PROJECT MANAGER 


McLaren Fl Team 


Purpose of the Role: 

Responsible for planning and management of internal and 
external manufacturing resource, and controlling and supporting 
the supply chain and purchasing process to deliver Aero projects 
to the wind tunnel. Also responsible for similar processes and 
procedures relating to Research and Development projects. In 
addition, will be integral to the development of new tools and 
processes within the Model Shop. 


Role Dimensions: 

* Reports to Head of Aero Operations. 

* Involves close cooperation with Model Design, Model Shop, 
Racing Technology, Planning and Purchasing, external 
subcontractors and the Manufacturing functions 

* This role is factory based but may involve occasional travel. 

* This role is predominantly carried out during standard 
working hours but will sometimes include additional hours 
and weekends. 


Principal Accountabilities: 

* Liaising with the Model Design, Model Shop, Manufacturing 
functions and Subcon supply chain regarding wind tunnel 
project planning: 

* Taking ownership of the Production Meeting MSP document 
and using to run the daily Production Meeting. 

¢ Planning and delivering wind tunnel programs in line with 
aero priorities as outlined by Head of, Aero Operations. 

* Delivering projects in a cost effective yet timely manner. 

¢ Making effective make/buy decisions to deliver cost 
effective programmes. 

e Management and development of Subcontract supply chain. 

¢ Responsible for various admin tasks in Model Shop Managing. 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 
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INVENTORY ACCOUNTANT 
Aston Martin Fl Team 

Primary Responsibilities 

* Finance lead for stock control processes, ensuring these 
are in place, documented, and followed. 

¢ Financial reconciliation of the stock ledgers, ensuring that 
system inventory quantities accurately reflects the actual 
physical balances across all locations, and that stock is 
accurately valued inclusive of materials, labour and overheads. 

¢ Finance lead for planning and execution of full inventory 
counts and one-off inventory checks, ensuring the 
company’s ERP is accurately updated in line with this. 

¢ Ensure a robust process is in place for stock reaching end 
of life, and that this is reflected in the ERP on an accurate 
and timely basis. Responsibility for ensuring all inventory 
adjustments and transfers are processed in the ERP ina 
timely manner, including scrapping, obsolescence, and other 
stock valuation updates. 

* Implement stock reporting and related KPls, updated in line 
with emerging company priorities. 

° Support systems development, deployment, and ongoing 
improvement to ensure Stock reporting continues to be 
accurate and facilitates new business initiatives as required. 

* Proactively manage and investigate any stock discrepancies 
and ensure that the matter is resolved efficiently. 

Skills and Knowledge Required 

* CCAB Qualified (CIMA, ACCA or ACA) 

¢ Minimum of 3 years PQE 

e Demonstrable experience in inventory control and 
management accounting 

* Knowledge of standard costing systems and costing 
methodologies 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 
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DATA ENGINEER 
Alpine Fl Team 


The Role 


Within this role, you will have the ability to architect, 

implement and deploy data processes to extract car 

performance from our Fl dataset. You will be responsible for 

gathering requirements from business leaders and other 

members of the IT department and architect solutions within 

the scope of the tools in place at Alpine Fl Team. 

The Person 

¢ We are looking for an individual with Bachelor or Master's 
degree in a relevant field (e.g. Computer Science) with 
experience in at least two of the following languages 
(Python, C#, SQL, or q) with more than 2 years of experience 
in similar roles (e.g. Data Engineering, Software Engineering) 

* Experience in modern data stacks and tools is a plus, 
including but not limited to: Kafka, Parquet, Docker, 
Microsoft 


Azure,... 

¢ We are looking for an individual who is keen to significantly 
contribute to the performance of the team with a hunger for 
SUCCESS. 


Our offer to you 


¢ Along with a competitive salary, we offer a range of 
excellent benefits including pension, free onsite gym, 
subsidised canteen and many others. 


Please apply with current CV, salary expectations and details 
of your notice period. 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 
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RACE ENGINEER ENG10 
Envision Racing 

This is an exciting opportunity for an individual to thrive in 

this challenging yet highly rewarding role operating at the 

heart of the Team. 

* Reporting to the Technical Director, this role has: 
responsibility for managing all engineering aspects of 
one of the Team's Formula E cars and drivers at all test, 
simulator and race events. 

* Responsible for analysing data alongside various inputs 
from the supporting engineers and driver, to quickly decide 
on the vehicle optimisation direction. 

* Contributing heavily to the development of racing best 
practices and procedural workflows for all trackside 
activities to ensure management of the car, mechanics, 
engineers and driver are extracting the maximum 
performance possible for the given conditions. 


Key skillset requirements are: 


* Excellent and demonstrable engineering ability with at least 
5 years relevant experience in race engineering at a high 
level of motorsport i.e. FE, Fl, F2, F3, Indycar or WEC. 

* Confidence inspiring driver management skills are a 
necessity. 

¢ In depth knowledge of vehicle dynamics and interaction 
with electric powertrain control systems. 

* Vehicle performance development and testing experience. 

* Proficient with modern data analysis tools. 

* Perfect planning, communication and organisational skills. 

* Excellent inter-personal and reporting skills to clearly 
circulate engineering information. 

* Ability to remain clear, calm and maintain consistent 
communication channels at all times. 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 


Want to advertise a motorsport job? 


If you are recruiting in motorsport and wish to advertise with Autosport in print and digital 
please contact james.robinson@motorsport.com or call +44 (0)7717 883 990 
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SENIOR PROTOTYPE BUILD ENGINEER 
McLaren Automotive 

Purpose of Role 

* The Senior Prototype Build Engineer is responsible for 
the delivery of a project's mule fleet, encompassing early 
planning, procurement, build and FOK. Delivered against an 
agreed cost, quality and time. 

¢ This Senior role will require the candidate to coordinate a 
highly skilled team including prototype design, engineering 
and instrumentation whilst leading the build technicians and 
logistics team to ensure all pre-series builds are completed 
on time to a very high quality. 

Role Dimensions 

¢ The candidate is required to liaise with all PD departments 
to generate and publish all pre-series vehicle functional 
build specifications. They will subsequently plan and 
execute the end to end process from build specification 
through to vehicle audit and customer handover. Build 
phases include all Pre-VP activity. 

Principal Accountabilities 

¢ Work with the Development and Project Coordination 
teams to define build timelines, inclusive of design and 
procurement. 

° Deliver agreed vehicle specifications to support required 
DVP activities. 

* Contribute to vehicle budget allocation. Monitor, track and 
report on spending throughout the builds. 

* Progress and status reports to be communicated to the 
wider Project Management Team. 

¢ Work with business processes & resolve issues within 
engineering when they arise, driving continuous 
improvement. 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 
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TYRE TECHNICIAN 
Optimum Motorsport 

We are currently recruiting enthusiastic professionals to 

join our team. One such role we have to offer is that of a 

Tyre Technician for our various car programmes with the 

opportunity to assist during other events throughout the year. 

Duties include but are not limited to: 

* Overseeing tyre operations, including planning, scheduling 
and management of tyre & wheel stock. 

* Overseeing the fitment, allocation, documentation and 
correct preparation of tyres at the event. 

* Being responsible for tyre related equipment and its 
maintenance. 

* Being the main point of contact for tyre supplies. 

The ideal candidate should: 

* Have excellent interpersonal, relationship building skills and 
capable of providing a professional image at all times. 

* Have a strong analytical approach and a meticulous 
attention to detail. 

* Have previous experience working in motorsport 

° Ideally would have a HGV licence 

* The role would suit a self-motivated team player with an 
enthusiastic and positive attitude. Excellent communication 
skills will be required to work with engineering and 
workshop teams to forecast tyre requirements and usage. 
Experience in a similar race or rally setting would be an 
advantage. A flexible approach to working hours is required 
and extensive world travel involved. 

° Ability to remain clear, calm and maintain consistent 
communication channels at all times. 

* Demonstrable management ability to lead a small team of 
mechanics and engineers. 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 
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#2 MECHANIC M/F/D (FULL-TIME) 
Rowe Racing 

ROWE RACING is looking for motivated and flexible race team 

mechanic at our headquarters in St. Ingbert, Germany. 

We offer you a permanent position in a positive and 

performance oriented working environment with diverse 

tasks, performance-related compensation, flexible working 

hours, flat hierarchies and the possibility of further 

development. 

Key Responsibilities: 

* Responsible for the build and preparation of our GT cars to 
the required specification 

* Responsible for the build and preparation of car sub- 
assemblies 

¢ Responsible for the build and preparation of car support 
equipment 

* Being a key team member during pit stops where precision 
and pace is expected. 

Qualifications: 

¢ The successful candidate will have a solid mechanical 
background ideally in the motorsport business 

* The ability to consistently work to the highest standards 
with an exceptional attitude towards attention to detail 

* You must be able to work closely with other team members 
and enjoy the challenge of working in a high pressured, time 
sensitive environment 

* High willingness to travel, flexible attitude to working hours 
including working at weekends 

* Clean driving license 

* German language would be beneficial, good English 
language is essential 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 
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DESIGN ENGINEER H/F 
Oreca 

Assignments 

° As part of a strengthening of our teams, we are looking for 
our design office, a Mechanical or Surface Design Office 
Engineer M/F in Signes, in the VAR. 

* Reporting to the Head of the Design Office, your main 
responsibilities will be: 

* Conceptualization and design of mechanical components: 
mechanical parts, surfaces, volumes, composite parts 
(suspension, bodywork, cooling systems, etc.) 

* Static, linear and non-linear analysis on composite or 
isotropic materials, 

* Ensure follow-up with production and with other 
departments (composite manufacturing, machining, 
metrology, etc.). You will also be in contact with CFD-type 
engineering and with external suppliers for the design of 
fully integrated systems, 

* A good mastery of surface calculations, 

* Be comfortable with the analytical approach: Generation of 
3D models, assemblies and 2D drawings (CATIA V5: Surface, 
Solid, Drawing modules.). 


The profile sought 

¢ Graduated from a mechanical/aeronautical engineering 
school or similar, you have a minimum of 2 years’ experience 
in the motorsport sector (more senior candidates are also 
highly appreciated) 

* Experience in LMP environment or similar would be a plus. 

* Asolid knowledge of racing vehicle components and 
systems and a professional level of English are required. 

* Do you pay attention to detail and have the ability to work 
under pressure and to tight deadlines? So join us! 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 


Want to advertise a motorsport job? 


If you are recruiting in motorsport and wish to advertise with Autosport in print and digital 
please contact james.robinson@motorsport.com or call +44 (0)7717 883 990 
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GT4 EUROPEAN VENTURE FOR 
ELITE WITH McLAREN ARTURA 


GT 


Elite Motorsport will expand into the 
GT4 European Series next year with 
two new-for-2023 McLaren Artura 
GT4 machines. 

The British squad has become one 
of the most successful teams over 
the past decade in various Ginetta 


categories, winning numerous titles, and 


more recently has moved into single- 
seater racing, running drivers in the 
GB3 and GB4 championships. 

“We decided we wanted to do this 
in April/May, so I’ve spent the last 
six months trying to figure out what’s 
the best GT route, what a good option 
for the cars are,” said team boss Eddie 
Ives. “Being British and being a British 
team, I wanted to do it with a British 
brand, I was pretty set on that. 

“Tn terms of the timing, they 
[McLaren] have got their one-make 
championship [McLaren Trophy] on 
the same weekends next year, which 
is a big advantage to us in terms of 
parts and engineering support. And 
then obviously it’s on the same 
weekend as well as GT World Challenge 
so there’s the natural potential 
progression into GT3 racing there” 

Ives says the decision by Ginetta to 
end its 15-year association with the 
TOCA support package, as well as the 
scrapping of the GT'4 Supercup, meant 
the time was right to look to expand 
into endurance racing. “I think what has 
happened with GT4 Supercup has 


accelerated it,” he added. “My intention 
from a team point of view was always 
after Ginetta Juniors to have a single- 
seater route and to have a GT car. 

“We considered going into British GT 
but as a racer I don’t really have interest 
in racing in a grid where you’re in class 
B. I went over to a couple of the 
European GT4 meetings and watched 
45 identical GT4 cars racing almost 
Ginetta Junior style against each other 
for two hours and decided pretty quick 


New McLaren Artura 
is being released for 
the 2023 season 


this was the championship for us.” 

The team has yet to confirm its 
driver line-up for the two machines, 
which it will acquire in the new year, 
but has said that they would likely 
have driven for Elite in the past. 

The 2023 GT4 European Series begins 
in April and consists of rounds at 
Monza, Paul Ricard, Misano, Spa, 
Hockenheim and Barcelona, each 
meeting featuring two one-hour races. 
STEFAN MACKLEY 


Fortec signs American Queen 


GB4 


Colin Queen will move into 
the GB4 Championship 
next season with Fortec 
Motorsports, having won 
£20,000 earlier this year 
to go towards a 2023 drive. 
The American was one 
of three teenagers selected 
from the National Formula 
Ford Championship to 
contest the end-of-season 


GB4 title. 


shootout after finishing 
runner-up in the series 
with three wins. Queen 
won that shootout — which 
was conducted by Fortec 

— and the 17-year-old will 
now join the squad that 
guided Nikolas Taylor 

to this year’s inaugural 


“Since winning the 
shootout it’s been my 
target to finalise my place 


on the grid in GB4, and I 
couldn’t be happier that it’s 
coming with Fortec, said 
Queen. “Having worked 
together on a few occasions 
since the shootout, I knew 
this was the team I wanted 
to be with for next year.” 
Meanwhile, GT regular 
Fox Motorsport has taken 
delivery of three cars it will 
campaign next year on its 
move into single-seaters. 
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New Britcar 
prototype 


series launched 


BRITCAR 


Britcar is launching a new prototype series 
for next year that will feature the Praga Cup 
alongside classes for other machinery. 
Czech manufacturer Praga launched a 
standalone series, administered by Britcar, 
for its Ri prototypes this year, but struggled 
for entries and attracted only 10 cars on 
average. With Praga also working on its new 
road-legal Bohema hypercar, the Praga Cup 
will now be contained as part of a dedicated 
prototype category from Britcar. This is due 
to feature two 25-minute sprint races and 
a 50-minute endurance contest across each 
of five race weekends, and Britcar boss Claire 
Hedley says interest has been high since the 
idea was first mooted earlier this year. 
“We’ve been inundated with enquiries 
— from LMP3 cars, CN cars and Radicals,” 
she said. “A lot of our GT competitors 
have these cars sitting in their garage 
with nowhere to race in the UK.” 
A class structure for the new series is 
due to be established in the coming weeks, 


with non-Praga cars being accepted by 
invitation from the organisers. 

Britcar did previously attempt to launch 
a prototype series back in 2016, but this 
lasted a solitary season amid a lack of 
interest. But with around a dozen Pragas 
expected on the grid, Hedley believes that 
this will give a strong base that organisers 
can build from this time around. 

Praga Cars UK managing director Mark 
Harrison says this refreshed partnership 
with Britcar is the best way to achieve the 


Praga Cup will feature as 
part of new Britcar series 
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goal of a sizeable grid of Ris. “Along with VR 
Motorsport [UK dealer], we have developed 
a great relationship with Britcar over a 
number of years now,” he said. “Our vision 
for a 20-plus grid of Ris still stands as the 
Britcar team use their experience and 
enthusiasm to grow prototype racing 
opportunities in the UK. Praga is backing 
Britcar through 2023 to ensure a successful 
race series for all entries and a stepping 
stone to an even stronger grid in 2024.” 
STEPHEN LICKORISH 


Charity livery for Junior Saloon scholarship car 


s Livery highlights work of 
_ the National Autistic Society 


ANGELO! THINK OF 
OUR ENERGY BILLS, 
THE Y'RE ALREADY 
SKYHIGH ! 
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JSCC 


The Junior Saloon 

Car Championship’s 
scholarship car will sport 
a special charity livery 
promoting the National 


The charity is one of 
two organisations the 
category supports, 
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+44 (0) 1929 551557 
www.aaoil.co.uk 


alongside the Teenage 
Cancer Trust, and the 
livery is designed to 
help raise awareness 

of the National Autistic 
Society’s work. 

“We had four autistic 
boys racing with us this 
year and motorsport 
does seem to attract kids 
who are on the autistic 


spectrum because it’s 
something they can 
focus on,” said series 
boss Dave Beecroft. 

The JSCC’s scholarship 
shootout is due to take 
place at Pembrey on 11 
February, with the winner 
receiving a funded season 
in the category next year. 
STEPHEN LICKORISH 
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Austin believes there’s scope 
for lower-cost Mini series 


New Mini Challenge Clubsport 
series revealed for Coopers 


MINI CHALLENGE 


A new club-level Mini championship is 
being launched for next year featuring 
Cooper and Cooper S machinery. 

The Clubsport series has been developed 
by former Mini Challenge racers Robin 
Austin and Tom Halliwell and is designed 
to be a lower-cost alternative to the Mini 
Challenge Trophy for Cooper cars that 
races at select British Touring Car events. 

The new series will feature Cooper S, 
Cooper Am and Open classes, and 15 
races across six meetings are planned. 

In recent years, after the demise of a 
standalone grid, a number of Cooper S 
drivers have been racing in the Kumho 
BMW series but they will now have a 
dedicated championship again. Over 40 
expressions of interest in the new series, 


which is being backed by Mini Challenge 
promoter Antony Williams, have already 


been received from potential competitors. 
“Both Tom and myself were aware there 
were a number of drivers who either own 
Minis that aren’t eligible for the main Mini 
Challenge, or who don’t have the budget 
required to compete in the Cooper or JCW 
classes,” said Austin. “Rather than those 
people competing in a range of multi- 
marque championships, we decided to 
investigate creating a new championship 
where they could all race together.” 
Williams added: “We are keen to 
support any Mini racers out there who 
want to compete on track, and there is 
clearly demand for the reintroduction of 
the Cooper S, Cooper Open and Cooper 
Am classes that were part of the Mini 
Challenge prior to the pandemic.” 


Team BRIT expands into C1 series 


C1 ENDURANCE SERIES 


Team BRIT will field two 
cars in the C1 Endurance 
Series next year for disabled 
and LGBTQ+ drivers. 

The squad has used 
motorsport to provide 
opportunities for people 
with disabilities, including 
Bobby Trundley and Aaron 
Morgan racing in British GT 
this year. The venture into Cis 
is intended as a way of racing 


in a low-budget series, and the 
team will consist of two cars, 
each with four drivers, one 
representing LGBTQ+ racers 
and another of all-disabled 
drivers who require the use 

of hand controls. 

Already confirmed is Anji 
Silva-Vadgama, a Team BRIT 
rookie who lives with multiple 
sclerosis, who will be joined 
by her wife Asha Silva who 
has ADHD and autism. Also 
involved will be Yvonne 


Houffelaar, an experienced 
sim racer who has scoliosis, 
and her partner Sophie 
Aeronwen who is autistic. 

Team BRIT founder Dave 
Player said: “Adding the C1 
championship to our race 
calendar means that drivers 
who are just starting out in the 
sport can enter a professional 
and hugely popular 
championship at entry level, 
with the support and guidance 
they need to develop.” 


HSCC COMBINES GRIDS 


The Classic Formula 3 and fledgling 
Historic Formula Atlantic grids will be 
combined at four Historic Sports Car 
Club events next year. “There’s really 
not much difference in pace between 
the two grids and this move is 
designed to encourage more cars out 
for both categories,” said HSCC CEO 
Andy Dee-Crowne. “If things go well, 
it’s entirely possible the grid could 

be separated again in the future.” 


RON OVEREND’S FUNERAL 
Long-time Mallory Park and British 
Racing & Sports Car Club Midlands 
Centre prime mover Ron Overend’s 
funeral will take place at Lichfield 
& District Crematorium next 
Wednesday, 14 December, at 1230. 
Overend died last month, just 
weeks prior to his 98th birthday. 


BREEN DENIED KILLARNEY WIN 


World Rally Championship driver 
Craig Breen was denied a shot at 
victory on Saturday’s Killarney 
Historic Rally when transmission 
failure halted his Ford Sierra 
Cosworth at the start of the final 
stage. Instead, Jonny Greer took his 
4x4 Sierra Cosworth to victory on the 
annual asphalt rally. Greer and Breen 
were level before the final stage, but 
Breen’s Sierra failed to start the 
deciding test having earlier been 
fitted with a replacement differential, 
which was loaned by Greer’s team 
during a fierce but sporting contest. 


MOWLEM’S RALLY DEBUT 


Experienced GT racer Johnny 
Mowlem made his rally debut 

on last Saturday’s Grizedale Stages in 
the Lake District. Mowlem tackled 
the event in a Ford Escort Mk2 
(below) with three-time British Rally 
champion Matt Edwards co-driving 
as a thank you from Bonamy Grimes, 
who has been guided and coached 
by Mowlem. Mowlem was 45th at 
the finish despite crossing the line of 
the final special stage upside down! 
Jock Armstrong won the event in 

his Subaru Impreza. 
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CLUB AUTOSPORT NATIONAL NEWS 


Charles Barter 


1943-2022 


OBITUARY 


Leonard Charles Barter — named 
after his Riley racer father, but known 
universally as Charles — who died at 


PAUL LAWRENCE 


the end of last month following a short 
tussle with cancer, was among Britain’s 


greatest all-round sporting motorists 
of the past 60 years. From production 
car trials, autotests and autocross with 


Woolbridge Motor Club to the hillclimb 


and circuit racing disciplines across 
which he won nine championships, 
he excelled at them all. 

Sharing a Hillman Imp with brother 
Robert, a new Davrian Mk7, the 


spaceframe Solo Stiletto and ultimately 


a Delta T824 single-seater, the 


Dorchester watercress grower showcased 


his mentor Ray Payne’s Hartwell Imp 
engines superbly on the hills. 


Charles’s hillclimb starts were 
devastatingly effective, rarely wasting 
a rev. Four British Automobile Racing 
Club Hillclimb titles in five years 
from 1976, in three cars, says it all. 

He also aced the RAC British Leaders 
championship in 1978 and 1980, and 
the inaugural Midland title for a 1980 
triple crown with the Davrian. 

Barter started racing a Team 
Hartwell-prepared Peugeot 205 GTI in 
the 1990s, but it was in the blue #24 
Datsun 240Z — previously his Ford 
Anglia autocross team-mate Win 
Percy’s road burner — that he won the 
Historic Sports Car Club’s ’70s Road 
Sports championship in 2001 and 2017. 
After a back-to-front victory at Brands 
Hatch in April, Charles brilliantly won 


Production GTI, Z Cars to share 


MSVR 


The Production GTI and Z Cars categories 
will share a grid next season after both 
struggled to attract entries this year. 

The two MotorSport Vision Racing 
classes were amalgamated at a Silverstone 
meeting this season, and that is set to 
be extended to racing together on a 
full-time basis in 2023. Each grid dropped 
into single fingers in 2022, with Production 
GTI attracting an average of 11 cars 
per round and Z Cars nine. 

“After comparing lap times between 
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the two categories, we were able to see that 
they were remarkably similar, so this has 
presented an opportunity to provide some 
great intermarque racing, which ultimately 
is something competitors, marshals and 
spectators want to see,” explained MSVR 
competitions manager Joe East. 

Another MSVR-administered series 
that struggled for numbers this year was 
Racing Saloons, averaging 10 cars, and 
this will also be modified for 2023. 

“Racing Saloons, which has been 
promoted by Project 8 Racing Club for 
many years, has morphed into the very 


Barter’s final race win came 
at Oulton Park in August 


his final race at Oulton Park in August. 
Four other divisional wins netted him 
yet another class title. 

As in business, Barter also strove 
to put more back into motorsport: 
at Woolbridge MC, the Hillclimb & 
Sprint Association and throughout 
his vice-chairmanship of the HSCC, 
where he was architect of ’70s Road 
Sports’ revival. Charles’s vision, wit 
and wisdom are irreplaceable. 

Barter is survived by wife Bridget, 

daughter Louise, son Julian and 
grandchildren. “Since father’s passing, 
I have quickly realised that I’ve also lost 
my best mate,” said Julian, also a double 
’70s Road Sports champion in the TVR 
3000M that Charles raced occasionally. 
MARCUS PYE 
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MICKWALKER 


Golfs will race alongside 
Z Cars BMWs next year 


successful Snetterton Saloons,” added East. 
“Although most of their races will take 
place at the series’ namesake circuit, 


there will be some ‘away rounds’ 
STEPHEN LICKORISH 


OPINION CLUB AUTOSPORT 


Why entry numbers matter 


It’s that time of year when Autosport crunches the numbers and looks at club racing 


grid sizes. And, amid such financial uncertainty, this data takes on extra significance 


STEPHEN LICKORISH 


nthe grand scheme of things, it may not seem 
especially important whether a particular club 
I racing series attracts 22 or 23 cars for arace. 
Both are perfectly reasonable entries and anyone 
watching is hardly going to notice the one missing 
car between the two. But, to the organising clubs, it most definitely 
does make a difference. At atime of rising costs across a wide range 
of areas, every extra driver on the grid is a chance to negate those 
price rises and could be crucial in determining whether a surplus 
can be made at the end of the year. 

“Tt can make a big swing in club finances just a small percentage 
[decrease in entries] across the board, especially when we’re facing 
rising costs, not just in terms of venues but inflation in lots of 
other areas from medical services just to fuel and accommodation,” 
says 750 Motor Club competitions secretary Giles Groombridge. 
British Racing & Sports Car Club chairman Peter Daly adds:“The 
make or break for any race meeting is the last five cars. If you’ve 
got eight championships racing at a weekend, if each of those can 
get one extra car on the grid, you’ve got the best part of £2000 
per race meeting and that’s what gives a surplus.” 

With that in mind, over the next eight pages youcan read how 
all of the major English clubs performed during the 2022 season. 
Calculating the average grid size of each series may seem a pretty 
crude measure to assess the success of the multitude of categories 


“Clubs are buying track time 
from other clubs and we will 
see that more and more” 


but, as Groombridge and Daly explain, there can be no denying 
the importance of these statistics. And that is why Autosport 
pores over the data to look at which categories have been 
popular and the ones that have struggled. 

From looking over those figures, some interesting trends 
emerge. While the cost-of-living crisis and the hideous levels of 
inflation have undoubtedly been a challenge all organisers have 
had to face, there are still some positive stories amida picture of 
many grids declining. Take the Caterham Seven 310R series. The 
BRSCC-administered championship’s average entries increased 
by a genuinely incredible 100% over the year, rising to 34 cars 
and requiring two separate grids at some events. That is just one 
example of the popularity of the manufacturer’s portfolio of 
championships, with aclamour for places onits entry-level 


Academy selling out rapidly and 202.4’s grids already starting to 
fill. Yet the 310R category was not the only one to thrive despite 
the gloomy financial picture this year. The British Automobile 
Racing Club’s Ginetta GT Academy, BRSCC-operated Modified 
Fords and Classic Sports Car Club’s Turbo Tin Topsall also 
enjoyedrises of over 30%. 

Another familiar trend from the data was the popularity 
of the three highest-profile circuits. Last year, Silverstone, 
Brands Hatch and Donington Park provided the largest grid 
for 126 categories, and this year it was 123 (accounting for 78% 
of the total), with Silverstone edging clear of the MotorSport 
Vision tracks. When there was so much pressure on people’s 
disposable incomes, it seems venue played a significant factor 
in them signing up to take part. 

In contrast, heading into the season, there was a feeling 
of optimism off the back of a strong bounceback from the 
coronavirus pandemic in 2021. Then, Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine left clubs uncertain what would happen next. And 
that is leading to caution about how they proceed next year. 

“T don’t think anyone was expecting the war in Ukraine would 
have the impact it did,” says Historic Sports Car Club CEO 
Andy Dee-Crowne.“We, along with other clubs, have noticed 
a percentage decrease in the number of entries due to that. 
We have to look now to the long-term, which is how long this 
situation is going to remain with us. We’re looking to cut 
overheads by whatever means we can but we’re faced with 
increases for some circuits. It’s not just the circuit hire, 

it’s the package of medics and rescue and recovery.” 

There are certain actions that clubs can take to try to mitigate 
against the challenging circumstances. “It’s about consolidation, 
collaboration, amalgamation and innovation,” says Dee-Crowne. 
“The Silverstone Grand Prix circuit with 52-60 cars, you’re not 
going toruna15-car grid there, you will amalgamate. It’s better 
for them [competitors] and better for the spectators. Merging a 
certain number of grids will give room and track time to do other 
things. You can sell that track time to other organisers and that 
reduces the overall costs. A lot of the smaller clubs need a place 
to go and race — clubs are buying track time from other clubs 
and we will see that more and more.” 

When there is such uncertainty, the idea of working together 
for a greater cause becomes ever more important. This is not the 
time for clubs to operate in isolation, instead it’s when the bigger 
picture must be seen. The next eight pages show that club racing 
can be remarkably resilient in terms of those all-important grid 
numbers and there are still reasons to be optimistic.” 


© P72 2022 CLUB RACING ASSESSMENT 


8 DECEMBER 2022 AUTOSPORT.COM 71 


OSPORT 2022 ASSESSMENT 


The club series that have 


starred and struggled in 


2022 


The cost-of-living crisis has cast a shadow this 


year leading to a mixed picture in terms of 


grid sizes for the English clubs 


STEPHEN LICKORISH 


his time last year, these 
pages were full of positive 
stories about clubs 
bouncing back from the 
COVID-19 uncertainty 
in spectacular style with impressive 
entry numbers for many. Then the 
club racing world was dealt another 
shockwave. Russia’s invasion of Ukraine 
in February has contributed, along 
with other factors, to prices spiralling 
upwards and concern returning. 
And yet, so far, club racing has 
again proven to be pretty resilient. 
Despite the challenges faced in 2022, a 
remarkable 40% of all English series with 
comparable data (Scottish, Irish and 
Northern Irish series are excluded from 
the comparison given the smaller number 
of competitors they have to draw from) 
either increased their average grid size 
this year or stayed at their 2021 figure. 
Considering last season’s numbers 
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were so strong, that’s an even more 
impressive achievement. 

Yes, it does mean that over half 
suffered a decline, but the number of 
series with an average entry of 10 or below 
also reduced from five to two. And there 
were some very impressive standout 
performers. Ten series (down from 16 last 
year) still attracted more than 35 cars per 
round on average, with the 750 Motor 
Club’s Club Enduro, the British Racing & 
Sports Car Club’s Ci Race Series and 
MotorSport Vision Racing’s Trackday 
Trophy among those leading the way. 

There is a feeling that the true impact 
of rampant inflation may bite next year 
but, for now, here is a detailed look at 
how each of the main English clubs 
performed in 2022. And it’s clear to 
see that there was still plenty to celebrate 
from the efforts of the club staff, 
volunteers and officials, despite the 
somewhat depressing news headlines. 


er 


Last year, there was no disputing which of the 
major clubs weathered the coronavirus storm 
best. The 750 Motor Club’s range of low-cost 
series proved tremendously popular and it 
attracted a stunning 27 cars on average across 
its portfolio of categories. It still leads the 
way in 2022 but has been far from immune 

to the effects of the cost-of-living crisis 

on motorsport — its overall average has dipped 
slightly to 26 and the British Racing & Sports 
Car Club has significantly reduced its lead. 

“Overall, we were quite satisfied with the 
season,” says 750 MC competitions secretary 
Giles Groombridge. “At the start of the season, 
things were a little bit stronger. There was 
stillan element of COVID bounceback and 
feelgood factor but, later, we did start to 
see a few grids tail off by a couple of entries 
here and there, which was to be expected 
given the economic conditions anda 
growing feeling of uncertainty.” 

That trend is reflected by the figures in the 
table (right). Twelve of the club’s 22 series had 
slight decreases of up to 15%. But acouple of 
classes suffered slightly larger drops: Ma7da 
andthe Alfa Romeo Championship. 

“Ma7da did have abit of adrop — they’re 


stillrelatively new and there’s still people 
beavering away in garages converting and 
building cars,” explains Groombridge, who 

is optimistic that numbers will increase in 
2023.“The Alfas is a bit of amystery because 
their numbers have grown quite significantly 
from where they were and this year they hada 
real drop back. Speaking to Andy Robinson, 
their coordinator, there’s a mix of individual 
personal circumstances soI’m hopeful 

they will do abit better next year.” 

But there were several categories that 
bucked the downward trend, including the 
Armed Forces Race Challenge, which was 
more significantly affected by the pandemic 
but was back to full strength this year. The 116 
Trophy endurance contest also enjoyeda 
surge in popularity, rising by 27%.“Low-cost 
endurance racing is very popular and in vogue 
at the moment,’adds Groombridge.“You see 
that with Cis, Kas, and 116s are another 


example, albeit witha slightly quicker vehicle. 


Moving forward, the ability for drivers to 
share arelatively low-cost car is something 
that will probably be even more popular.” 
Also on the rise was the revamped Renault 
Clio Sport category. The 750MC took the 
decision to introduce the newer 197 model 
of the French hatchback alongside the 182s 
and that helped to boost numbers, up from 


2022 


Alfa Romeos struggled for 


GARY HAWKINS 


20 to 26.“What was interesting was we 
didn’t see a drop-off in older cars,” says 
Groombridge.“That meant the grids were 
considerably improved and I think there’s a 
number of drivers building 197s for next year 
and, with 182s second-hand becoming very 
affordable entry-level race cars, that’s one 
I’m quite hopeful will hold up.” 

That focus on affordability is set to be 
more important than ever next year, with 
Groombridge expecting a“challenging” 
season as the rising prices are really set to 
bite. But the 750MC seems well-placed to 
fight the tough economic conditions, and its 
43-car average for Club Enduro again leading 
the way in terms of average entries for a 
single-grid series is a good example of that. 


entries at some events # 
J 


ASSESSMENT 


Club Enduro 


Roadsports 


Armed Forces Race Challenge 


Hot Hatch 

Toyota MR2 

116 Trophy 

Formula Vee 

MX-5 Cup 

BMW Car Club Racing 
Renault Clio Sport 
Type R Trophy 
Locost* 

F1000 

Sport Specials 
Historic 750 Formula 
Classic Stock Hatch 


750 Formula 


CALM All Porsche Trophy* 


Alfa Romeo 
Bikesports 
Ma7da* 


Sports 1000 


19 


26 


-7T% 
0% 
+26% 
-13% 
-11% 
+27% 
-3% 
-14% 
-13% 
+30% 
-4% 
-11% 
+5% 
-15% 
+5% 
-9% 
0% 
-10% 
-19% 
-6% 
-20% 
0% 


-4% 


Note *Shared a grid with another series at one 


or more rounds, but figures are based on 
each series individually 
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' 2022 ASSESSMENT 


British Racing & Sports Car Club 


Across this feature, you will read much about 
clubs suffering slight decreases in entries this 
year as the cost-of-living crisis has struck. 
But there is one notable exception to the rule 
and that’s the British Racing & Sports Car 
Club. Unlike every other major organiser, 
which featured a decline in its overall 

average grid size, the BRSCC’s increased, 
climbing from 23 to 25. That’s quite some 
achievement in the current climate. 

It’s therefore no wonder that club 
chairman Peter Daly describes 2022 as 
being“very positive’, only highlighting 
the Formula Ford Festival as an exception. 
The final was restricted to two racing laps as 
“the experienced guys who were running it 
unfortunately got caught out by the weather”. 
It was arare dark point inan otherwise 
successful season.“We’ve probably had one of 
our best years in the last 10 years,” adds Daly. 

It’s not hard to see why. Thirteen of the 
club’s 21 series enjoyed an increased average 
number of entries or stayed the same, while 
just two declined by more than 10%. Daly 
believes there are numerous reasons for such 
popularity: “We’ve listened to our customers 
and take feedback very seriously. We’ve also 
put together anew race hub, making it easier 
for customers to enter races. We’ve got 
fantastic coordinators and all of the office 
team have really dug deep — it’s the 
constant need to improve.” 


Modified Fords featured 
some huge grids in 2022 
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One of the many grids to grow has been 
the CityCar Cup, which features specially 
modified Citroen Cis, Toyota Aygos and 
Peugeot 1078. “It was launched just two years 
ago and we hada baptism of fire because a lot 
of the people joining it were novices and there 
was a lot of crashing and bashing,” says Daly. 
“Driving standards were reined in and we’ve 
seen the fruits of that.” 

Also on the up has been Fiesta Junior, 
which further improved upon its 2019 nadir 
of averaging just five cars per round, rising to 
15 this year. More of the new Mk7 machines 
are due to enter next season, so another boost 
is possible. “I was told by an ex-chairman of 
the BRSCC four years ago that Fiesta Junior 
was dead in the water,’ admits Daly.“We’re 
about to see 10 new cars join that grid in 2023.” 

Inevitably, not everything has been quite 
so positive, with Daly keen to address the dip 
in National Formula Ford1600 entries, while 
ST-XR Challenge fields fell by over 40%. But 
that’s being rebranded as the ST150 Challenge 
next year, after XR entries dried up with the 
cars “getting too valuable to race” As aresult, 
the ST150s willno longer be eligible for the 
main Fiesta Championship. 

And, on the surface, it may seem a blow for 
the club’s decades-long relationship with 
Caterham to end, but the BRSCC is instead 
looking forward to the huge amount of track 
time freed up by the Sevens’ departure. A raft 
of new series — either 
created by the club or 
moving from other 
organisers — will fillthe 
void, with the Audi TT 
Racing Cup appearing to 
bea popular creation and 
the return of TCR UK to 
the club’s fold being a 
notable one.“The door 
had stopped knocking for 
the BRSCC — we needed 
to get it knocking again, 
andit is now,’ says Daly 


STEVE JONES 


C1 Race Series 43 +5% 
MX-5 Championship 36 0% 
MX-5 Supercup 36 -3% 
Clubsport Trophy 35 +9% 
Caterham Seven 310R** 34 +100% 
Modified Fords** 34 +31% 
CityCar Cup 32 +19% 
MX-5 Clubman 31 +24% 
British GT 30 +15% 
Caterham Roadsport 28 +27% 
Compact Cup 26 -13% 
Caterham Seven 270R 24 -4% 
Caterham Academy White* 23 0% 
Fiesta 22 +22% 
Caterham Academy Green* 21 -5% 
Fun Cup 19 -17% 
National Formula Ford 1600* 16 -6% 
i aan we 
Caterham Seven UK 15 +15% 
Fiesta Junior 15 +7% 
ST-XR Challenge* 14 -42% 
Zeo Sports Proto” 11 N/A 
CLUB AVERAGE 25 +9% 


Note All figures only apply to UK rounds and include 
series that had at least four race events. *Shared 

a grid with another series at one or more rounds, 
but figures are based on each series individually. 
**Split over two or more different grids 


about the influx of existing series. 

The BRSCC is also continuing to invest, 
witha third new rescue vehicle coming on 
stream, meaning it has spent £150,000 
upgrading its fleet in the past three years. 
And that’s another example of how the club 
remains committed to providing the best 
service for its wealth of new customers. 


RICHARD STYLES 


British Automobile 
Racing Club 


The British Automobile Racing Club 

was one of the clubs to benefit the most 
from last year’s COVID-19 bounceback, 
enjoying significant increases in entries 


across many ofits series. Andit continued 


tobe one of the best performers this year 
as well, with its table (below) featuring 
more green than most. 

“Everybody seems to have hada good 
time, and I think that’s testament to the 
hard work the championship organisers 
do,” says group chief executive Ben Taylor. 
“We’ve also put more staff and resources 
behind the service we offer, and we’re 
adding another member to the team next 
year, which is a statement of intent.” 

Britcar Trophy led the way in terms of 
entries, attracting a very impressive 36 
cars on average, as Caterham Graduates 
and some of the Classic Touring Car 
divisions again proved popular. Aside 
from the Ginetta GT Academy, which 
flourished in its sophomore season, 
other notable improvers include the 
British Truck Racing (up 18%) and 
Kumho BMW (up 28%) series. 

“One of the highlights was the British 
Truck Racing Championship has really 
kicked on,” says Taylor.“The interest in 
the series has increased and that’s helped 
by the promotional activity and Convoy 
truck show that goes with the events at 
Donington Park, Thruxton and Pembrey.” 

Similarly, the increasing number of 


grid has helped bolster its numbers from a 
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low of 15 in 2020 to averaging 23 this year. 
“Trevor Ford, whois the coordinator for 
that, has done a good job bringing the 
numbers back up again,” adds Taylor. 

Numbers have fallen for some of the 
club’s other series but, remarkably, the 
largest reductionis a relatively small 
15% (all other leading clubs have at least 
one decline of 20% or more) for the CNC 
Heads Sports & Saloons that left it with 
astill very respectable average of 23 cars. 
Taylor explains that this category is very 
different to the rest of its portfolio with it 
being operated by the North West Centre. 

“T know they were disappointed with 
some of the numbers but they got a full 
grid of 37 at Oulton Park soit seems 
people were just making decisions about 
what they do and don’t do,’ he says. Taylor 
therefore has no particular concerns about 
the series and says that the North West 
committee is “working very hard” to build 
the numbers back up next year. 

Speaking of increasing numbers, the 
BARC is also planning to run more race 


the way for the BARC 


meetings in 2023 than it did this season. 
The addition of the array of manufacturer- 
backed Caterham championships to its 
roster, along with Track Attack joining, 
means it needs more track time and these 
extra dates will be carefully managed. 

“We ran slightly fewer race meetings 
this year,’ states Taylor.“We dropped 
down to 23 in total [from 28, and excluding 
British Touring Car events] and that was 
caused by 2021 — we had a lot of track time 
that, coming out of COVID, everybody 
wanted to use. But we deliberately didn’t 
book the same level of exposure in 2022 
and that turned out to be areally good 
decision. What it meant was we had 
slightly fewer race meetings but they 
were all full or largely full and that makes 
amassive difference to us as a business.” 

Combined withinvestment inthe 
tracks the BARC operates — for example, 
work is under way on anew hospitality 
building at Croft — Taylor is optimistic 
about the future despite the challenging 
economic conditions. 


2022 CHANGE 
SERIES AVERAGE FROM2021 
Britcar Trophy 36 +9% 
Caterham Graduates: Sigma 
150 & Sigmax** = nA 
Classic Touring Cars: BOSS & 3 
Classic Thunder** a2 oe 
Mini Challenge Trophy 30 -3% 
British Touring Car 29 0% 
Championship 
Legends 29 0% 
Ginetta GT Academy 28 +65% 
Mini Challenge JCW 28 0% 
Classic Touring Cars: Pre-’93, 7 N/A 


Pre-’03 & Super Tourers** 


British Endurance 26 -7% 


MICK WALKER 


Junior Saloon Cars 26 -4% 

2CV 23 +15% 
Classic Touring Cars: Pre-’66* 23 -4% 

CNC Heads Sports & Saloons 23 -15% 
Ginetta Junior 23 -15% 
Kumho BMW 23 +28% 
Porsche Carrera Cup GB 23 +15% 


MG Owners’ Club 22 +10% 
oneal 1 N/A 
Ginetta GT5 Challenge 21 N/A 
British Truck Racing 20 +18% 
Hyundai Coupe Cup 19 -10% 
ee ee 
Ginetta GT4 Supercup 18 -10% 
Pickup Truck Racing 18 -10% 
British Formula 4 17 0% 
Classic Touring Cars: Pre-’83* 17 0% 
Porsche Sprint Challenge GB 11 -15% 
Praga Cup 10 N/A 
CLUB AVERAGE 23 -4% 


Note All figures only apply to UK rounds and include series that had at least four race events. *Shared a grid with another series at one or more rounds, but figures 
are based on each series individually. **Split over two or more different grids 
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MotorSport Vision Racing 


It was once again the MotorSport 
Vision Trackdays categories that led 
the way for MotorSport Vision Racing 
this year, with the low-cost entry-level 
divisions continuing to prove popular. 
Topping the table this time was the 
Trackday Trophy contest, attracting an 
impressive average grid size of 37 cars, 
just ahead of EnduroKa. Not only is it 
rewarding for organisers to see the 
packed fields, but it has extra importance 
in the wider picture given that many of 
the competitors are new to the sport. 
“Trackday Trophy has a very different 
objective to other series — it hasto be 
economically viable in its own right, but 
arguably its primary role is to bring new 
people into the sport, which it’s done 
on hundreds of occasions over the last 
decade,” says MSVR competitions 
manager Joe East.“Stuart Garland [the 
series manager] is areally personable 
guy and makes himself available at all 
times. But he’s still able to maintain 
a tough line when needed, and this 
approach is a big part of why the 


Classic Sports 
Car Club 


“Unpredictable” is how Classic Sports Car 
Club director David Smitheram describes the 
2.022 season. “We had an OK start and then it 
really tailed off and we had some pretty low 
lows, but it picked up again at the end.” 

The club’s Turbo Tin Tops gridis a perfect 
example of this unpredictability. Its entries 
improved by 35% compared to last year, rising 
to 23 cars, but there was a huge fluctuation 
across the season. Thirty-five cars at 
Donington Park and 31 at Snetterton 
contrasted with those in the teens at Brands 
Hatch, Cadwell Park and Oulton Park. And it 
was far from alone in facing such variance. 

The other notable improver was New 


series continues to turn out capacity grids.” 
But Trackday Trophy and EnduroKa were 
not alone in attracting grids inthe mid-thirties: 
the 420R class of the 7 Race Series and Sports 
2000 were also successful, the latter’s 
numbers rising by a quarter.“MSVR is very 
fortunate to work alongside great promoters, 
and their passion and commitment shines 
through more than ever in difficult times,” 
says East.“Sports 2000 decided to split its 
grids at some events in 2022 ona trial basis, 
allowing for increased capacity and classes to 
be separated, helping to improve the racing 
experience. This has been very successful and 
will be repeated in 2023 across more events.” 
However, not all of the MSVR series enjoyed 
quite such strong years. While the GT Cup 
still averaged a very healthy 29 cars, this wasa 
noticeable decline of 22% compared to last 
season. But East is confident that numbers 
will rebound.“Premier categories like GT Cup 
will inevitably experience small ups and 
downs, but the dip in 2022 was pretty slight 
overall, and mostly driven by factors outside 
the control of Bute Motorsport [promoter],” 
he says. “For example, supply chain issues led 
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Millennium — for post-2000 cars — which 
rose by aquarter.“With New Millennium, 
there’s been a handful of drivers that have 
moved from classic to modern cars,” 
Smitheram explains.“The way the values 
have gone and the availability of parts has 
worn some drivers down. They still want 


BEMmeS ee ee 
Swinging Sixties Group 1* 33 N/A 
Tin Tops* 28 -13% 
Classic K 24 +9% 
Modern Classics* 23 +10% 
Turbo Tin Tops* 23 +35% 
Slicks Series* 22 +16% 
Magnificent Sevens 21 -36% 
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New Millennium* 21 +24% 
Special Saloons & Modsports 19 -5% 
Future Classics* 18 -25% 
Swinging Sixties Group 2* 17 N/A 
Open Series” 12 -20% 
CLUB AVERAGE 22 -8% 


Note All figures only apply to UK rounds. *Shared 
a grid with another series at one or more rounds, 
but figures are based on each series individually 


toa shortage of critical parts, which caused 
a handful of withdrawals. I’m sure 2023 will 
be another strong year for them.” 

Of more concern, perhaps, is that nine of 
the 24 MSVR series attracted fewer than 16 
cars on average, Z Cars propping up the table 
onnine. But, with reassuring pragmatism, the 
majority of these less popular categories will 
be either amalgamated or scrapped next year. 


The CSCC categories enjoyed 
contrasting fortunes in 2022 


to do their racing but have moved to more 
modern machinery.” 

But those improvements are mirrored 
by decreases elsewhere, with Magnificent 
Sevens entries notably down by 36%. Plans 
are afoot to change the regulations of this 
series next year, with the club planning a 
raft of tweaks across its portfolio based 
onan extensive driver survey. 

The CSCC has also looked at the way it 
structures its calendar ina bid to avoid too 
many instances of categories sharing grids. 
“What we’ve tried to do in 2023 is, rather 
than lumping all series ona single day at 
Mallory Park then all series toa single day 
at Oulton Park, we’re alternating, which 
isn’t something we normally do,” says 
Smitheram.“We don’t then have that issue 
of combined grids.” Given the uncertain 
times we currently live in, unpredictability 
is to be expected but the CSCC is doing its 
best to try to mitigate that. 
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MSVT divisions again 
attracted large grids 


The Radical SRi Cup will form part of the 
revamped Radical Cup UK, Racing Saloons 
will morph into the fellow Project 8-promoted 
Snetterton Saloons, and Production GTI and 
Z Cars are set to share a gridona full-time 
basis. With Turismo X also being axed, and 
renewed interest in the fledgling GB4 series, 
the signs are positive that MSVR’s overall 
average could improve in 2023. 
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SERIES AVERAGE FROM2021 
Trackday Trophy 37 +3% 
EnduroKa 36 -10% 
7 Race Series: 420R* 35 +13% 
Sports 2000** (right) 35 +25% 
Trackday Championship 31 -14% 
GT Cup 29 -22% 
Clubmans Sports Prototype 25 -11% 
Snetterton Saloons* 24 -17% 
7 Race Series: 1600* 22) -15% 
GB3 21 +17% 
Porsche Club* 21 -34% 
an See a — 
Radical Challenge* 19 +12% 
911 Challenge & Boxster Cup* 17 N/A 
United Formula Ford 1600 17 N/A 
Focus Cup 15 -17% 
Turismo X 14 N/A 


SUPER MIGHTY Wipe 


Mighty Minis joined the 
CCRC ranks for this year 


7 ws. 


Castle Combe Racing Club 


This was a significant year for the Castle 
Combe Racing Club —for the first time since 
Hot Hatch was introduced in 2017, it added 
new series to its portfolio. Mighty Minis 
joined a third different organising club in the 
past eight years, while anew partnership was 
also formed with GT & Sports Car Cup 


Hot Hatch was again the & 
strongest Combe performer 
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organiser Automobiles Historiques. 
“Castle Combe really lends itself to 
Minis and they circulated like a swarm 
of bees, swapping places like old jokes,” 
says club chairman Ken Davies.“They’ve 
been like nomads and we’ve hada great 
year with them.” Two rounds were held 
at Combe and the remaining four at other 
circuits around the UK, and Davies 
expects that format to continue next year. 
But it hasn’t been the strongest of seasons 
for Combe’s homegrown categories. Hot 
Hatch continues to lead the way in terms 
of entries, but all four classes suffered 
reductions, Formula Ford numbers were 
slightly down but still provided some 
“very tightly contested” racing. 


OLLIE READ 


GARY HAWKINS 


Allcomers 13 N/A 
Ferrari Challenge UK 13 0% 
GB4 12 N/A 
Radical SR1 Cup* 12 -14% 
Production GTI* 11 -15% 
Racing Saloons* 10 N/A 
Z Cars” 9 N/A 
CLUB AVERAGE 21 -9% 


Note All figures only apply to UK rounds. *Shared 
a grid with another series at one or more rounds, 
but figures are based on each series individually. 
**Split over two or more different grids 


SERIES AVERAGE FROM2021 
Combe Hot Hatch 28) -6% 
Combe Formula Ford 1600 20 -10% 
Super & Mighty Minis 18 -14% 
Combe Saloons 17 -15% 
Combe GT 11 -21% 
CLUB AVERAGE 19 -14% 


Note All figures only apply to UK rounds and 
include series that had at least four race events 


The most notable reduction came with 
the GT's — but, even with just a handful 
of cars on track, they were still able to keep 
the crowds entertained.“We didn’t have a 
wonderful grid of GTs, we really struggled, 
but the competitors we did have circulated 
more or less as one,’ reflects Davies, who 
adds that efforts are under way totry to 
boost numbers for next year. 

“There’s sucha lot of GT racing in Britain 
and we know we’ve got alot of competition. 
Single-venue championships aren’t 
everybody’s cup of tea but a lot of people do 
our series and travel the country. These things 
are cyclical but we’re trying to rejuvenate it 
abit. The enthusiasm is there — we don’t 
want to give in lightly.’ The series recently 
celebrated its 45th birthday and the club is 
clearly determined for it to reachits golden 
anniversary, despite the tough times. 
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_ Historic Sports Car Club 


The amount of red in the table (right) is a more ofa family, and the hard work of Duncan Formula Junior** 33 0% 
demonstration of how historic racing has [Rabagliati] and Sarah [Mitrike, organisers].” Historic Formula Ford 2000 26 -19% 
been impacted by the worsening financial At the other end of the scale, it’s the 
situation. The Historic Sports Car Club opposite problem for Historic Touring Guards trope cad ae 
is far from alone in suffering reduced Cars, with Dee-Crowne believing that a Historic Formula Ford 1600 23 -15% 
entries — numbers have also been down plethora of different places for competitors 70s Road Sports 9 Weve 
for the Historic Racing Drivers Club and to race contributed to a37% reduction in 
Motor Racing Legends — and its CEO Andy entries. “The old-fashioned belief that clubs Historic Road Sports” 21 init 
Dee-Crowne believes the wide-ranging had acore membership that stays in the club Classic Formula Ford 1600* 18 -10% 
impacts of the Ukraine war are a significant and races in all of the events, that’s now gone ‘ 
urora Trophy 17 0% 
factor, while also pointing out how the to acertain degree,” he adds. “If a driver’s not 
complicated post-Brexit border crossing chasing a championship, you might consider Historic Formula 3° Le “12% 
process has hit entries from Europe. running according to your budget rather than Classic Clubmans* 12 -8% 
But it’s far from all doom and gloom, and trying to do every round. You may consider Historic Touring Cars* 5 Fe, 
Historic Formula Junior entries have held your holidays and when you can race and 
firm.“Formula Junior represents what I where you want to race.” Classic Formula 3° 8 N/A 
consider to be old-fashioned club racing with The club also ran acouple of races for CLUB AVERAGE 19 -14% 
avery strong competitor baseline,” reckons new Historic Modsports and Griffiths Note‘Ail figuresionlyapply toUK rounds andinclude 
Dee-Crowne.“A lot ofthereasonisthere’sno Haig Trophy (for drum-braked 1950s cars) eevee tat had at loaseroumiaeeeenke *shaved 
place for them to race [elsewhere]. But it’s categories and will continue to develop a grid with another series at one or more rounds, 
also due to the camaraderie and whole ethos those next year. But, given the uncertainty, but figures are based on each series individually. 
of how Formula Junior is put together; it’s the focus is on consolidation for 2023. **Split over two or more different grids 
i\" {| dy ( sar ¢ hh 1] | dD GRID SIZES 
ERIES 
The MG Car Club was delighted to be enjoyed “strong interest because people 
able to hold its full complement of six wanted the opportunity to race there” — Cockshoot Cup” 22 -8% 
race meetings this year for the first time most notably the fantastic 29-car entry aan i ak 
since 2018 after resurfacing work at for the Cockshoot Cup. But there were 
Silverstone and then the pandemic only 12 cars onthe MG Trophy grid, Metro Cup” 19 +12% 
restricted its calendar. But it was amixed and that reduced tojust eight for the MG Cup* 17 +6% 
year for the clubin terms of entries, with Snetterton finale. 
some increases being offset by declines. “We saw a little bit of a drop-offin Midgers spitechalengs at aie 
The club optedtoreturnto Cadwell Park numbers for various different reasons, MG Trophy 16 -24% 
after five years away,andracecompetitions includingchampionships either being Triple-M 15 N/A 
secretary Mark Baulch noted the meeting completely tied up or being between ene naee ‘“ Pe 
x eee just afew people,” says Baulch, who is 
apa MG Trophy numbers tailed off confident that many of the deserting Note *Shared a grid with another series at 
by the end of the season Trophy competitors will return in 2023. one or more rounds, but figures are based 
a Sac Triple-header events are also being on each series individually 
considered at two-day meetings next 
year in abid to offer drivers travelling 
long distances better value for money. switching to the British Racing 
Baulch is also optimistic about more & Sports Car Club is undoubtedly 
Pa MGFs joining the Cockshoot crowdin2023 ablow, andthe growing difficulty of 
2 anda possible influx of ZSs forthe MGCup filling events ofits ownhas led to 
< gridas the marque’s 100th birthday is an increased appearance at Equipe 
* celebrated next year. But the Metro Cup Classic Racing meetings next season. 
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Vintage 
Sports-Car Club 


The Vintage Sports-Car Club broke with 
tradition this year when its season began 

at Cadwell Park rather than with its usual 
Silverstone‘Spring Start’ fixture, and did not 
visit the Northamptonshire track untila 
baking hot day inJuly. The originally pencilled 
April date for Silverstone clashed with the 
Goodwood Members’ Meeting, leading to the 
reshuffled schedule — a factor that club 
secretary Tania Brown believes contributed 
to smaller entries for some events. 

“We had our first meeting of the year at 
Cadwell Park and were blessed with some 
really nice weather there,” she says.“We had 
some really good racing but some of the grids 
were a little lower than we would’ve liked to 
see. At that time of year, at Easter, some 
people want to be off with their family.” 

But there was nothing small about the 
30-car field for the Frazer Nash race, which 
was a fitting celebration of the marque’s 
centenary. “The Frazer Nash club is pretty 
good at persuading people to come out and 
race,’adds Brown.“The Nashes always have 
good racing and are fun to watch.” 

Another highlight was the“fantastic” 
24-strong Longcar race ona very wet day 
at Donington Park.“I don’t think anyone 
has seen a Bean racing before,’ says Brown. 
“The race was brilliant but bonkers!” 

This year also featured amomentous 
occasion for the club when post-war drum- 
braked sportscars from the early 1950s were 
eligible to compete for the first time. One 
race was held at Silverstone, in partnership 
with Fifties Sports Car Racing, and more 
are scheduled next year. Similarly, the 
cut-off was shifted from 1961 to 1966 for 
the single-seater contest at Silverstone. 

“Tt’s evolution not revolution,” explains 
Brown. “It’s achanging landscape for all of us 
in the historic motorsport world and we’re 
trying to work collaboratively with others.” 

Brown also believes that the one-day events 
the club organises could prove popular in the 
tough economic climate since they minimise 
costly overnight stays. And areturn to amore 
regular calendar, beginning at Silverstone in 
April, isnow planned for 2023 — atradition the 
clubis optimistic will bring improved fortunes. 


The Bean was among those 


in action in the Longcar race 
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STEVE JONE 
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Others 


Away from the well-established clubs, 
2.022 represented a major season in the 
development of Equipe Classic Racing 
as it began organising its own events 
for the first time. Despite the tough 
climate, it’s pleased with how this 
initial season has gone, noting the extra 
freedom it has been given and how 
events have been“more relaxed” now 
that it has greater control. “It was abit 
risky but it was 100% the right thing to 
do for us,” says Equipe partner Rob Cull. 
“Overall, we hada fantastic season.” 
Entries for its three main series did 
tail off alittle towards the end of the 
season and Cullis confident about 
next year.“Goodwood didn’t help us 
this year because we had so many of 
our drivers hoping to get into the MG 
race — that really hurt a couple of our 
races,” he explains.“When everyone is 
backing off, we’re pushing on. We’re 
upgrading our hospitality for next year. 
We’ve bought a new trailer and having 


It was a momentous season rf 
m Equipe as it organised its own events 


MICKWALKER 


anew awning fitted to it — we’re trying 
to keep adding value where we can.” 

Among the other smaller organisers, 
Northern Saloons & Sports Cars went 
from strength to strength, including 
attracting 54 cars across two grids atits 
Croft finale. Monoposto also enjoyed 
healthy fields, while the Mini 7 Racing 
Club was as popular as ever. It was a 
mixed picture for the Classic and 
Modern Motorsport Club with its 
Southern Super Saloons & Tin Tops 
grid up, but Intermarque down. The 
Historic Racing Drivers Club’s grids 
were also down, but there were some 
fantastic fields at Silverstone. 

TCR UK numbers were up this year, 
although not directly comparable to 
2021 whenit also featured Touring Car 
Trophy and VW Cup entries, but both 
it and the Civic Cup will be returning 
tothe British Racing & Sports Car Club 
fold next year and it will be interesting 
to see what impact that has. 


2022 CHANGE 


SERIES AVERAGE FROM2021 
Monoposto** 40 -2% 
Equipe GTS** 38 -7T% 
Track Attack** 35 +13% 
in nc 
Seal Saloons & 29 421% 
Mini Se7en** 29 0% 
HRDC Jack Sears Trophy 26 -21% 
Equipe Libre* 25 -7T% 
Civic Cup 24 -8% 
Mini Miglia 23 -12% 
TCR UK 22 N/A 
HRDC Allstars” 21 -16% 
Morgan Challenge 21 -13% 


Equipe Pre-’63 & 50s” 20 -20% 
Fifties Sports Car Racing 18 N/A 

CMMCS Intermarque is 

Silhouettes a “e 
HRDC plgic Alfa 16 16% 
Challenge 

Pirelli Ferrari Formula 16 6% 
Classic 

Welsh Sports & Saloons 16 -16% 
500 Owners Association B 28% 
Formula 3 

CMMC Classic Challenge 13 N/A 

Ecurie Classic Racing* 12 -48% 


Note All figures only include series that had 
at least four race events. “Shared a grid with 
another series at one or more rounds, but 
figures are based on each series individually. 
**Split over two or more different grids 
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FORMULA 1 CIRCUITS 
Maurice Hamilton 
RRP £30 


The Miami International 
Autodrome became the 
newest addition to the 
Formula 1 calendar this season following 
plenty of fanfare and hype — not least 

over the ‘marina’ complete with boats 

and fake water. 

It certainly wasn’t the most enthralling 
race — Max Verstappen cruised to one 
of his record-breaking 15 wins of 2022 — 
but by no means was it the worst, and the 
circuit itself was one of the better ones 
to have held a race on North American 
soil in the championship’s 72-year history. 
In fact, it became the 11th different venue 
in the US to stage an F1 race, while it ranks 
76th on the complete list of circuits 
used since the world championship 
was created for F1 in 1950. 

During that time there have been 
locations that have become the stuff of 
legend, while others have all but been 
forgotten — which is probably just as 
well for one reason or another! But good, 
bad or ugly, all of them are included in a 
recently released book from renowned 
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motorsport journalist Maurice Hamilton 
and publisher Collins Books. 

Set out in chronological order from when 
the venue first held a grand prix, the book 
begins with the traditional Monza, Spa and 
Monte Carlo circuits that ooze history and 
nostalgia, and thankfully remain part of the 
roster despite extensive changes in terms 
of safety and infrastructure. 

The book runs through to the modern 
day, moving in recent years onto 
destinations in the Middle East and 
the Hermann Tilke-designed tracks. 

Each circuit has a page of information 
relating to the history of the venue, how 
it was created, potential problems that may 


Much hoopla surrounded a 


Miami’s Formula 1 debut = 
t——— Ut ee 


or may not have been overcome and the 
significant highlights from the races. This 
certainly isn’t a comprehensive look at the 
history of each race, though — a perfect 
example is the description of the 2021 
season finale in Abu Dhabi where a 
“controversial decision by the race director 
saw the championship change hands”, 
with no further context. 

But it does offer a snapshot of the key 
moments and certainly is insightful as 
well as amusing at times. Hamilton’s 
description of race starter Raymond 
‘Toto’ Roche standing in the middle of 
the track before dropping his flag and 
fleeing out of the way of competitors for 
the French GP at Reims draws a chuckle. 

The main facet of the book is the double- 
page spread of each circuit showing the 
layout with corner names and surrounding 
details including roads and spectator stands. 
There are plenty of stats here, including 
circuit length, how many GPs have been held 
at the venue, the lap record and most wins 
recorded by a driver. Many of the circuit 
maps, such as Buenos Aires, Interlagos 
and Hockenheim, also feature markings 
outlining previous layout variations. 

While there’s no scope to include every 
tweak or modification made to a circuit 
over the decades, it’s surprising that 
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ay What it’s really like to drive an F1 car for the first time 

ate, Most of us will never get the chance to drive a Formula 1 car. But for 
Zak O’Sullivan, winner of the 2021 Aston Martin Autosport BRDC Young 
Driver of the Year Award, it became a reality when he was let loose at 
Silverstone in the Aston Martin AMR21. But what was it really like? 
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some of the previous routes have not been 
included, such as the original Imola layout 
prior to the deaths of Ayrton Senna and 


BINGHAM 


Roland Ratzenberger in 1994. st The decisions which cost Binotto his Ferrari F1 job 

Like every book there’s also the odd ae Mattia Binotto will officially leave his post as Ferrari Formula 1 team 
spelling error and factual mistake, such as principal at the end of the year following a rocky campaign for the 
stating that Gilles Villeneuve had his heavy Scuderia in 2022. To discuss the situation at the squad, Motorsport.com’s 
shunt approaching Tosa at Imola during the F1 editor Jonathan Noble joins the latest Autosport podcast. 


1981 San Marino GP rather than the 1980 
Italian GP. But that doesn’t detract from a 
great read. By working through the circuits in 
chronological order, it serves as a reminder 
of the evolution of the championship. WHAT’S ON 
Nothing stands still in motorsport, 
with a new Las Vegas venue joining the 
calendar next season — the Nevada resort 
city last hosted a race in 1982. Love or hate 
the new track, as three-time F1 world 
champion Jackie Stewart states in 
the foreword, “every single circuit plays <= i oa . 
a vital part of motorsport history”. Ps é' 11 December 
Yas Marina, UAE 
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CHRISTIAN FITTIPALDI 


MY FAVOURITE... 


Joao Barbosa 


eoca 


hristian 
C Fittipaldi and 
Joao Barbosa 
held clear roles 
during their successful 
spell as Action Express 
Racing team-mates between 
2011 and 2019. Ex-Minardi and 
Footwork Formula 1 driver Fittipaldi 
was the qualifier who took the starts. 
Barbosa, a late bloomer whose sportscar 
reputation was growing by the year, was 
entrusted with the decisive final stints. 
Their approach yielded two Daytona 24 
Hours wins, back-to-back IMSA SportsCar 
Championship titles in 2014 and 2015, and 
an unbeaten record in the Endurance Cup 
miniseries from 2014 to 2017, Fittipaldi’s 
final full season of driving. 
When it comes to the Brazilian choosing 
a favourite team-mate, Barbosa gets the nod 
over Antonio Garcia, with whom Fittipaldi 
raced a Team Modena Aston Martin GT1 
in the 2007 Le Mans Series and paired up 
at Cheever Racing’s Grand-Am operation 
in 2007-08. Fittipaldi’s time at Cheever 
proved crucial since it meant an 
introduction to future AXR technical 
director Iain Watt, who called him up ona 
one-off basis for Daytona in 2011. Third on 
his first outing with Barbosa, he returned 
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the following year and 
became a team regular 
during the 2013 Grand-Am 
season as the two native 
Portuguese speakers built 
up a strong rapport. 
“Both of us were older and we 
had a lot of experience in different 
classes in different series,” says Fittipaldi. 
“We accepted that when the car wasn’t 
great or when we just got beat on the track, 
we had a strong finish and scored points. 

“What was good with Joao is that after 
we understood our differences in the car, 
there was a lot of give and take between 
us. That was part of our success, we 
understood each other very well.” 

Following Grand-Am’s merger with the 
American Le Mans Series, they began the 
new IMSA era by winning the Daytona 24 
Hours in 2014 — for both their second — 
and then made up for the disappointment 
of being turned around late in the 2017 
race by triumphing again in 2018. 

“When the race was over it was a huge 
relief because we pretty much carried that 
monkey on our back for a whole year,” says 
Fittipaldi, who called time on his career 
and the modern IMSA era’s first dominant 
partnership after the following year’s race. 
JAMES NEWBOLD 


IN NEXT WEEK’S ISSUE 


‘F1 review special 


A BUMPER ISSUE LOOKS BACK ON THE HIGHS AND LOWS OF 2022 
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FERRARI PARTS SPECIALIST 
SUPERFORMANCE 


CONTINUOUS 
REMANUFACTURING 
OF OBSOLETE AND 
UNAVAILABLE PARTS 
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~~~ WE'RE DEDICATED TO PRESERVING 
THE CLASSIC FERRARI SPIRIT 


SUPERFORMANCE.CO.UK +44 (0)1992 445 300 
CELEBRATING 38 YEARS FERRARI PARTS EXPERIENCE 
UNIT G1 RD PARK STEPHENSON CLOSE HODDESDON HERTFORDSHIRE EN11 OBW 
CONTACT OUR OFFICE AT ADMIN@SUPERFORMANCE.CO.UK 


WE SUPPLY PARTS TO THE UK AND ACROSS THE WORLD 
f 


See what we’re up to on instagram @superformance.co.uk and 
you can follow us on facebook.com/superformanceukltd 


HILL ENGINEERING 


CONGRATULATIONS TOW-INGR M 
‘NATIONAL DRIVER OF THE YEAR’ 
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Hansford Sensi 
Excellence in Vibration Monitoring 


